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 Students and faculty crowd-‐
ed into the TSC Ballroom 
Wednesday morning to hear 
the story of Spencer West, 
a man who climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro without legs. 
ASUSU invited West as the first 
speaker to kick off the Common 
Hour lecture series.
 West began his lecture with 
joke about how he lost his legs 
in a magic trick gone wrong. 
“I wanted to make you laugh,” 
West said. “The world needs a 
lot more laughter.”
 West said he lost his legs 
because of a rare genetic disease. 
His parents were told by the 
doctors that he would never sit 
up and he probably would never 
be a functioning individual in 
society, he said. 
 Surgeons amputated West’s 
legs just below his pelvis when 
he was five, but he said he over-‐
came his challenges and looked 
beyond himself to see rest of the 
world.
 West said because of his dis-‐
ability, he was bullied in school. 
Bullying happens everywhere, in 
every school, and in some cases 
bullying has tragic consequenc-‐
es, he said. 
 “If a community excludes 
one of its members, then it isn’t 
really a community,” he said. 
West said as motivational speak-‐
er, he wants to inspire others to 
make a difference in the world. 
“We are the generation we’ve 
been waiting for,” he said. “We 
have the resources, the technol-‐
ogy, and the education. It’s all 
about recognizing our power to 
do so.” 
 ASUSU Arts and Lectures 
Director Luke Ensign said 
West did a great job as the first 
Common Hour speaker.
 “I think Common Hour was 
a great success,” Ensign said. “I 
hope it catches on. The students 
that came enjoyed it and I think 
they will come back.”
 West told his audience the 
story of Matthew Shepard, a 
gay student of University of 
Wyoming who was murdered in 
1998.
 “Instead of singling each 
other out for our differences, 
let’s celebrate our differences,” 
West said. “If we were all the 
same, how boring the world 
would be.”
 He said his parents have not 
only been his support group, 
but his heroes. Instead of 
focusing on his weakness, they 
focused on his strengths, he 
said. 
 “I didn’t know I was differ-‐
ent unless I went out in public,” 
West said. 
 West has learned to swim, 
was on the cheerleading squad 
in high school and has learned 
how to drive. 
 All students need a support 
group to help them through dif-‐
ficult times, West said.
 “We all face challenges, but 
they are no less impactful to 
each individual,” he said. 
 West said people learn lessons 
by going through these tough 
times so they can teach others. 
 West said he struggled during 
his freshman year of college. His 
mother told him to snap out of 
it and make friends. 
 Shortly thereafter he met 
filmmaker and USU alumnus 
Reed Cowen, who became his 
mentor and friend.
 “Just by being you, you are 
inspirational,” Cowen said to 
West.
 Cowen invited West to travel 
to Kenya to help build a school 
for the children with the non-‐
profit organization Me to We. It 
was there, West said, he learned 
he could really make a differ-‐
ence in the world. 
 “It’s being grateful for some-‐
thing that shows us what we can 
really give back,” West said.










What’s in store for 
the swim team?
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Speaker tells of life without legs
SPENCER WEST SPEAKS in the TSC Ballroom Wednesday. West lost his legs to a rare genetic dis-
ease at five years old. DELAYNE LOCKE photo
BY KATRIEL WILKES
staff writer
See COMMON, Page 3
Ag Week highlights cafe
 The oldest college on campus will highlight one of 
USU’s newest buildings as part of their annual week, 
held Sept. 17-‐21. 
 The College of Agriculture will hold a grand 
opening opens for Luke’s Cafe on Sept. 20. The 
opening will highlight the new Agriculture Sciences 
Building, which was completed last spring, said 
Agriculture Council Senator Ashlee Diamond. She 
said the cafe had a soft opening in April, but now 
that it’s fully functioning, the Agriculture Student 
Council wanted it to be a focus of Ag Week. 
 USU alumnus Allen Luke and his wife, who helped 
fund the cafe, will be in attendance at the event. 
 “Allen Luke and his wife donated a lot of money 
to get a few things in the building going and one of 
those things was the cafe,” Diamond said. “We’re 
going to do a ‘Meet the Lukes.’”
 Other events at the cafe include a spinning wheel 
on Wednesday, where students can get free food, 
and the introduction of Feminino coffee, a new f la-‐
vor. The coffee comes from farms in South America 
run solely by women, said cafe manager Karli 
Salisbury. 
 Salisbury said the coffee is certif ied, meaning the 
women get a fair selling price.
 “It’s mainly in the South American areas people 
have started this project,” said Salisbury.  “The cof-‐
fee comes from a whole bunch of different farms. 
The women get grants for them to run the farms. It 
enhances the lives women in those communities.” 
 The coffee f lavor has been offered other places on 
campus, but has not been available at Luke’s since it 
opened for business last spring, Salisbury said. 
 Other major events during the week include a 
BY ALLEE WILKINSON
news editor
Spider silk uses continue to grow
 USU researchers may not have a 
sixth-‐sense like Spider-‐Man, but 
they still spin webs that can save 
lives.
 With a team of f ive graduate 
and 12 undergraduate students, 
Randy Lewis, a professor working 
with Utah Science Technology and 
Research, is pioneering methods 
of producing artif icial spider silk. 
 “The reason people are interest-‐
ed in spider silk is that it’s stron-‐
ger than Kevlar and stretchier 
than nylon,” Lewis said. “No man-‐
made material has both of those 
attributes.” 
 Because of its strength and f lex-‐
ibility, Lewis said he and his team 
have discovered the silk can be 
used for a wide variety of things.
 “Because of spider silk’s thin-‐
ness, it can be used for medical 
applications such as stitches, 
artif icial ligaments and artificial 
tendons,” Lewis said. 
 The silk can also be used to 
improve military supplies. It can 
be made into helmets that protect 
soldiers from very fine bomb frag-‐
ments that get under the skin and 
cause infection. The silk could 
also be used in parachutes, ropes 
and body armor, Lewis said.
 The silk has civilian applica-‐
tions as well. It can be used for 
airbags, bicycle tires and to help 
reduce blunt force trauma in hel-‐
mets, as well as fabrics for every-‐
day clothing, Lewis said.
 “There’s really a huge variety of 
things,” he said. “I certainly can’t 
tell you which one will be the first 
to get to market.”
 When the project f irst got fund-‐
ing in 1988, researchers soon 
discovered that it was virtually 
BY KATELIN CHRISTENSEN
staff writer
CELINA TWITCHELL AND CAMERON COPELAND inspect a golden orb weaver spider. USU research-
ers are working to commercialize spider silk. Photo courtesy of USTAR
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impossible to farm spiders 
because they are very territo-‐
rial and cannibalistic, and 
they need their space. Even if it 
were possible to farm spiders, 
researchers couldn’t collect the 
webs, Lewis said. 
 Instead, the researchers dis-‐
covered a way to clone a silk 
protein.
 “Once we had the genes, we 
knew the code for how to make 
the basic material,” Lewis said. 
“That was a complete discov-‐
ery because at that time no one 
had ever cloned a spider gene.”
 Soon the researchers had 
cloned genes from the spider 
silk protein. From there, it 
was just a question of how to 
put the information into an 
organism that could make a 
large quantity of the protein, 
he said. The team immediately 
thought of bacteria.
 The bacteria did produce 
silk, just not very much, Lewis 
said. The researchers turned to 
silkworms.
 “We’ve thought of putting 
(the silk protein) in silkworms 
for a very long period of time,” 
Lewis said. “What happens 
with silkworms is they com-‐
bine it with their silk to make 
their cocoons. We call that a 
composite cocoon.”
 Lewis said he and his team 
were introduced to an unex-‐
pected but effective animal to 
produce the silk: goats.
 “A company came to us and 
their expertise was putting 
genes into goats and making 
sure the genes that make that 
protein showed up in the milk 
and only the milk,” Lewis said.
 Cameron Copeland, a Ph.D. 
student studying biological 
engineering and a researcher 
on the project, said the project 
is a positive thing for society 
and the university.    
 “(Spider silk) is a game 
changer,” he said. “It’s biologi-‐
cally derived so we don’t have 
to worry so much about natu-‐
ral resources.”  
 Copeland said the silk is 
revolutionary.
 “It’s stronger than anything 
we know of naturally and it’s 
so extendable,” Copeland said.
 David Clark, the director 
of business development in 
USU’s Commercial Enterprises 
department, helps the team 
find corporate partners to 
move the research forward. 
Clark said the project is a posi-‐
tive mark on the university.
 Since the project started 
the team has discovered new 
developments, such as how to 
produce more silk proteins and 
how to spin spider silk f ibers 
into thread.
 “When you create f ibers 
with those proteins, they’re 
very very thin. There have 
been some really terrific inno-‐
vations in order to get those 
really thin fibers into thread,“ 
Clark said.
 Clark said he believes spider 
silk developments will be on 
the market within the decade.
 “I think it’s going to take 
a little time,” Clark said. “It 
won’t be in the next year or 
two. There’s still a lot of work 
to do, but it’s coming.”
– katelinch@gmail.com
 
Professor John G. Turner of 
George Mason University 
visited USU Tuesday after-‐
noon to speak on his new 
book, “Pioneer Prophet,” 
released earlier this 
month. 
 His book is an in-‐depth 
biography of Brigham 
Young, Utah’s f irst gover-‐
nor and second president 
of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-‐day Saints. 
It presents information 
about the early church 
leader that many may not 
be aware of, Turner said. 
 Turner read excerpts 
from Brigham Young’s 
journal from his days as a 
missionary in Manchester, 
England to later periods in 
his life when he was a lead-‐
er to thousands of Latter-‐
day Saints. He spoke of 
how traumatic experiences 
in Nauvoo, Ill. in the early 
days of the LDS church 
shaped Brigham Young as 
a person and a leader.
 “My goal was to pro-‐
vide a fuller portrait of 
Brigham Young,” Turner 
said. “It’s primarily a tale 
of two Brighams. Brigham 
Young before 1844, and 
Brigham Young after leav-‐
ing Nauvoo.”
 After the early persecu-‐
tions of the Mormons, 
Turner said Brigham 
Young would do whatever 
possible to protect the 
church. This, he said, may 
be the reason why Young 
became a powerful leader. 
 “Everything else was 
secondary to the preser-‐
vation and protection of 
the church and its follow-‐
ers,” he said. “It explains 
much of Brigham Young’s 
successes as the church’s 
leader. He was a f ierce 
advocate for his people. He 
did not back down easily 
in the face of opposition 
or threats. He stood his 
ground for as long as he 
could, but he would change 
course instead of making a 
glorious last stand.”
 Philip Barlow, director 
of USU’s religious studies 
program, said Turner’s 
book presents two sides of 
Brigham Young.
 “Professor Turner 
presents a great leader, 
but also a man who was 
a coarser man who had a 
hard-‐edged side to him,” 
Barlow said. “Some aspects 
of this portrait will be 
new and people who care 
about Brigham Young or 
Mormon history or west-‐
ern history will have to 
come to terms with that 
new side of the portrait.”
 While not unheard 
of, Barlow said Turner’s 
research is rare because 
he is part of a very small 
group of people on that 
can decipher Pitman short-‐
hand, a system of of abbre-‐
viations used to code the 
English language.
 “(Professor Turner) is 
not the only person on 
the planet, but a very rare 
human being who knows 
how to make out historic 
Pitman shorthand,” Barlow 
said. “So we’re able to get 
some things at minutes of 
Brigham Young’s sermons 
that are written partially 
or wholly in this short-‐
hand.”
 Turner said in order to 
write the biography he 
drew on many pieces of 
LDS literature, includ-‐
ing “Brigham Young: An 
American Moses” written 
by former USU professor 
Leonard Arrington. 
 “There was a mountain 
of intimate and reveal-‐
ing sources in the church 
archives that I could exam-‐
ine and I thought that pre-‐
vious historians had not 
paid full use of,” Turner 
said. “So in a very basic 
way my goal was simply to 
provide a fuller portrait of 
Brigham Young.”
 Turner said he started 
his research at LDS church 
headquarters in Salt Lake 
City, where he was able to 
get most of the informa-‐
tion he wanted and was 
looking for.
 “It took some process 
of discussion, but I was 
fortunate I got access to 
the entirety of the Brigham 
Young papers and about 98 
percent of everything else 
I wanted to see,” Turner 
said. “That was more than 
enough of an adequate 
basis for the biography. I 
didn’t promise anything 
about the portrait that 
would emerge. I wasn’t 
asked to.”
 Chase Pendleton, a 
senior majoring in his-‐
tory, said the speech gave 
him a new perspective on 
Brigham Young. 
 
“A lot of what Latter-‐day 
Saints believe — and I’m 
a Latter-‐day Saint — rests 
on what these men did and 
so we hold them on such a 
high pedestal,” Pendleton 
said. “It’s hard for us to 
see them as men, although 
that’s exactly what they 
were. They had challenges 
and they had weaknesses.” 
– rmhenline@gmail.com
Yeah, We Get It.
50-75% Off? Really?
Overstock.com Outlet Store
With The Valley Outlet, you’ll !nd everything for which you’re looking—from elegant 










New Shipments Arriving Weekly!
Fine Interior Design Services
From residential to commercial, The Valley Design has the product, experience and the 
talent you need to take your home or o"ce from so-so to absolutely stunning.






Get 20% OFF A y Single Item
One time use. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or special. 
Must be surrendered at time of purchase.
The above proof has been reviewed and is OK as is:  X________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Please check spelling, number sequences, layout elements and colors. Signature or agreement to proceed from this document release Sign Pro from
responsibility or liability thereafter. Colors are by necessity an approximation only - for exact matching or soft proofing of colors, additional charges





please sign and return to initiate your order
Contents     2010 Sign Pro G & Dc
*Due to recent changes in Sign Pro policy, please note that  ALL orders must be
paid in full upon completion or receipt of all jobs and materials.  Customers
may receive invoices in advance by request at their convenience.  We apologize
for any inconvenience.
The above proof has been reviewed and is OK as is:  X________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Please check spelling, number sequences, layout elements and colors. Signature or agreement to proceed from this document release Sign Pro from
responsibility or liability thereafter. Colors are by necessity an approximation only - for exact matching or soft proofing of colors, additional charges





lease sign nd return to initiate your order
Contents     2010 Sig  Pr  G & Dc
*Due to recent changes in Sign Pro policy, please note that  ALL orders must be
paid in full upon completion or receipt of all jobs and materials.  Customers




e understand the struggles of setting up for the 
school year. But now there’s a discount outlet for:
Really. We understand the struggles of setting up for 

















2707 So. Highway 89/91
Well vill
Yeah, We Get It.
50-75% Off? Really?
DESIGN
C me to     
THE VALLEY...
Where There’s So
          Much In Store
Overstock.com Outlet Store
With The Valley Outlet, you’ll !nd everything for which you’re looking—from elegant 










New Shipments Arriving Weekly!
THE VALLEY DESIGN Fine Interior Design Services
From residential to commercial, The Valley Design has the product, experience and the 
talent you need to take your home or o"ce from so-so to absolutely stunning.






Get 20% OFF Any Single Item
One time use. Cannot be combined with any other coupon or special. 
Must be surrendered at time of purchase.
The above proof has been reviewed and is OK as is:  X________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Please check spelling, number sequences, layout elements and colors. Signature or agreement to proceed from this document release Sign Pro from
responsibility or liability thereafter. Colors are by necessity an approximation only - for exact matching or soft proofing of colors, additional charges





please sign and return to initiate your order
Contents     2010 Sign Pro G & Dc
*Due to recent changes in Sign Pro policy, please note that  ALL orders must be
paid in full upon completion or receipt of all jobs and materials.  Customers
may receive invoices in advance by request at their convenience.  We apologize
for any inconvenience.
The above proof has been reviewed and is OK as is:  X________________________________________________ Date: ________________
Please check spelling, number sequences, layout elements and colors. Signature or agreement to proceed from this document release Sign Pro from
responsibility or liability thereafter. Colors are by necessity an approximation only - for exact matching or soft proofing of colors, additional charges





lease sign nd return to initiate your order
Contents     2010 Sign Pro G & Dc
*Due to recent changes in Sign Pro policy, please note that  ALL orders must be
paid in full upon completion or receipt of all jobs and materials.  Customers




e understand the struggles of setting up for the 
school year. But now here’s a discount outlet for:
Really. We understand the struggles of setting up for 






















 Despite the fact the Aggies 
are inexperienced and 
Brigham Young University 
always recruits talented 
athletes, I can resolutely and 
emphatically state USU will 
defeat BYU Friday.
 There are several reasons 
USU will defeat BYU, but due 
to space limitations, I will only 
name a select few.
 BYU will be playing without 
Jimmer Fredette and Jackson 
Emery, and those two are a 
big reason BYU had a such 
a successful season last year. 
Fredette averaged nearly 30 
points a game, and Emery 
averaged nearly 13 points a 
game.
 Emery was also BYU’s best 
defender. He finished the 
year with an eye-‐boggling 101 
steals — nearly three steals 
per game.
 Brandon Davies is a proven 
talent, but he doesn’t stand a 
chance against the wrath of 
the USU student body inside 
the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum.
 BYU obviously can’t play 
defe se either. The Cougars 
allowed Dixie State College 
of Utah to drop 85 points in 
the Marriott Center. BYU had 
to rely on offense rather on 
defense to win, and that will 
State 
Who is going to win the big game Friday? 
Will it be the Aggie Blue, or will it be the 
SPENCER WRIGHT
staff writer
 2010 BYU vs. USU – 
Winner BYU. 2011 BYU vs. 
USU – Winner BYU.
 No, this is no type-‐o, it’s 
going to be the same result.
 While it’s true that this 
year’s edition of the USU vs. 
BYU game is going to be in 
the vaunted Spectrum, and 
as loud and intimidating 
as The Spectrum is, it’s not 
going to be able to make 
up for what the Aggies lost 
with the recently-‐departed 
seniors — especially down 
low.
 While BYU lost Jimmer 
Fredette and Jackson 
Emery from the backcourt, 
it still returns Brandon 
Davies, Noah Hartsock, 
Charles Abouo and Chris 
Collinsworth in the 
frontcourt. They have size 
that, simply put, the Aggies 
are not going to be able to 
handle.
 It’s going t  be your 
typical close game. Of 
course, The Spectrum will 
pull through again, making 
up somewhat for what the 
Aggies are lacking in size 
and experience. In the end, 




 Simpson had to rear-‐
range congressio al 
committ e hearings t  
participate in graduation 
ceremonies.
 Simpson said he is just 
now receiving his diploma 
because, “I was accepted to 
dental school while still an 
undergraduate. I jumped at 
the chance to go. After all, 
they only accepted about 80 
students out of nearly 5,000 
applicants.
 Simpson entered the 
Washington University 
School of Dental Medicine 
in St. Louis Mo. in the fall 
of 1974, and upon gradua-‐
tion, joined his father and 
uncle in the family dental 
practice.
 “I’d always intendedOne 
budget tours three sleazy 
voters, but perestroika 
capitulated, although the
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‘Pioneer Prophet’ author speaks on Brigham Young
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR JOHN G. TURNER signs books after his lecture on Brigham 
Young on Tuesday night. MICKELLE YEATES photo
BY MITCH HENLINE
staff writer
GOAT: USU scientist says artifical silk should be marketable in 10 years
NEPHILA CLAVIPES, OR THE GOLDEN ORB WEAVER spider, sits on silk made synthetically 
from transgenic goat milk. Photo courtesy of USTAR
 Recently awarded research 
grants to the College of 
Agriculture  will provide 
funds for antiviral research 
and opportunities for students 
to gain laboratory experience. 
 The Institute for Antiviral 
Research within the College of 
Agriculture has been awarded 
approximately $650,000 
by private companies and 
$4.6 million in government 
grants for research so far 
this year, according to Craig 
Day, a research associate with 
the  Institute for Antiviral 
Research. He said a good por-‐
tion of the money will help 
students gain more experi-‐
ence. 
 “We try to bring students 
in as much as possible,” Day 
said. “It’s a good internship for 
them. We like them because 
they learn quick, they do a 
good job, and they’re right 
here on campus. They don’t 
have to travel to their job, 
so they get more work hours 
and they get experience in 
research.”
 These research opportuni-‐
ties are not restricted to stu-‐
dents studying in the College 
of Agriculture. More than half 
of the student technicians are 
premedical and predental stu-‐
dents, he said. 
 “Most undergraduates can 
get a laboratory experience 
here,” Day said. “I went to a 
bigger school, and very few 
had that opportunity. Here, 
most of them could leave col-‐
lege with some type of labora-‐
tory experience. My belief is 
they learn more in the labo-‐
ratory than they do in their 
classes. They learn things that 
are more applicable to their 
career and their everyday work 
after they graduate.”
 One of the grants will help 
continue the research of 
Donald Smee, director of anti-‐
viral research. He applies for 
grants annually, and his grant 
will help him continue to work 
with animals, specifically 
mice, to study treatments with 
anti-‐viral compounds, he said. 
 “We’ve actually been doing 
this type of work for about 
12 years,” said Smee. “There’s 
other people that compete for 
the same contract, but we’ve 
been fortunate because we 
have a good track record. We 
have a lot of publications in 
the area, and I think we do a 
good job.”
 Professor Smee’s research 
involves testing anti-‐viral  
compounds to find those 
that cure orthopoxviruses. 
Although smallpox, a member 
of the orthopox family, and 
other similar viruses have 
been eradicated from society, 
samples are still kept for scien-‐
tif ic reasons and could poten-‐
tially be used as weapons, 
Smee said. 
 “This is not a vaccination,” 
he said. “A vaccination pro-‐
tects and you get it prior to 
having the disease, whereas 
anti-‐viral agents are used after 
you’ve actually been infected.” 
 Smee said this research is 
important for other issues as 
well, including outbreaks of 
other orthopoxviruses such as 
monkeypox that are still found 
in nature. The military are 
vaccinated for viruses such as 
smallpox in case those viruses 
are used in biological warfare, 
he said. 
 “Some of these soldiers get 
adverse reactions and there-‐
fore need to be treated,” he 
said. “For that reason, they’re 
looking for anti-‐viral agents. 
What we do is provide the 
initial testing, which includes 
using a mouse model and 
looking for compounds that 
actually work.”
 Another division within 
the Institute for Antiviral 
Research that will use grant 
money is a vaccine training 
effort led by research assis-‐
tant professor Bart Tarbet. 
Day said Tarbet and research 
professor Kamil Rashid are 
currently abroad, travelling 
to countries such as Indonesia 
and Vietnam to consult with 
companies and  facilities 
where vaccines are made.
 “This is a worldwide train-‐
ing program for people from 
third-‐world countries,” Day 
said. “Twice in the last two 
years people have come here 
from seven different countries, 
and we have given them a 
three week training course on 
how to make vaccines.”
– sara.mcquivey@gmail.com
technology expo on Monday 
and a tractor parade on 
Friday. Agriculture Student 
Council President Alyssa 
Chambliss said the Council 
ran into some planning dif-‐
f iculties with the week being 
so close to the start of the 
school, but a restructuring 
of responsibilities last spring 
took away much of the pres-‐
sure that was present before. 
 In past years, the agri-‐
culture senator has been in 
charge of  planning most 
of the week. Diamond said 
responsibility has been dis-‐
persed among the council, 
leaving her to focus more 
on legislation and academic 
issues. 
 “By (the Council) taking on 
planning responsibility, I’m 
able to focus more on the stu-‐
dents,” she said.
 Chambliss said the process 
has been much more smooth 
than in the past. 
 “Previously the senator 
has been the sole head of the 
Council,” she said. “They 
have been in charge of any-‐
thing. Now, we share sena-‐
tor’s responsibilities. It hasn’t 
rested on a single person.” 
Diamond said the college 
is expansive includes areas 
many people don’t know 
about. Ag week, she said, is a 
way to inform people of how 
far the college reaches. 
 “I think it’s a great oppor-‐
tunity for students to see how 
we’re changing what tradi-‐
tional agriculture is. We have 
a lot of majors in our college 
that aren’t what you expect 
with tractors and farming and 
animals. We have nutrition 
and dietetics. Now we have 
aviation and technology and 
engineering education.”
 Chambliss said Ag Week 
is not just for those in the 
college, but it extends to the 
entire campus. 
 “We are land grant univer-‐
sity,” she said. “Students can 
learn how important agricul-‐
ture is to America in general. 
We have planes, we have 
tractors with GPS systems...
we have lots of technology. 









Compiled from staff 
and media reports
 Two USU Extension educators met 
with Gen. Martin Dempsey, chair-‐
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
the United States Military, on Aug. 
17 at the Tooele Army Depot. Dallas 
Hanks, director of the Center for 
Agronomic and Woody Biofuels, and 
Chuck Gay, associate vice president 
for USU Extension, met with Gen. 
Dempsey and gave him a report that 
detailed information about the poten-‐
tial of growing biofuel feedstock on 
U.S. Army ground.
 “It was one of the most important 
meetings the center has ever had,” 
Hanks said. “This was an extremely 
significant event for us to be a part 
of.”
 Gen. Dempsey was briefed by 
Hanks about his project of working 
to utilize Army land to grow biofuel 
feedstock, specifically on the land 
managed by the Tooele Army Depot. 
Katherine Hammack, assistant sec-‐
retary of the Army for installations, 
energy and the environment, Grace 
Bochenek, chief technology officer 
for the Army and Col. Christopher 
Mohan, commander of the Tooele 
Army Depot, were also present for the 
report.
 According to Hanks, great prog-‐
ress was made in the meeting toward 
furthering the discussion between 
the U.S. Army, the Tooele Army 
Depot, USU Extension and the Louis 
Berger Group about the biofuels 
project. These organizations would 
work together should the project be 
approved.
 Five thousand acres, under the man-‐
agement of the Tooele Army Depot, 
would be used to grow oil seed crops 
that would be harvested and used to 
create biofuels. The project would 
phase in over a three-‐year period, 
beginning with the planting of 500 
acres of oil seed crops the first year.
 The final outcome of what the fuel 
would be used for has yet to be deter-‐
mined, but Hanks and officials at the 
Tooele Army Depot would like to see 
the biofuels be used to fuel military 
operations since energy is a source of 
national security.
 The Student Sustainability Office 
has announced the availability of 
$30,000 in funds through the Blue 
Goes Green Student Grant program. 
Funding is available to undergradu-‐
ate and graduate students on the 
Logan campus for on-‐campus envi-‐
ronmental projects that advance 
USU’s sustainability initiatives.  
 Projects must directly address 
environmental sustainability on the 
campus of USU and have a positive 
measurable impact on energy use, 
waste reduction, water use, green 
building, environmental education 
or other environmental consider-‐
ations.
 The Blue Goes Green Student 
Grant program is funded through 
the Blue Goes Green Fee, a $0.25/
credit hour fee (maximum of $3/
semester) that USU students passed 
in February 2011. The Blue Goes 
Green Fee is a student-‐driven and 
student-‐led campaign that gives 
every student on the Logan campus 
the opportunity to apply for a grant 
and implement a sustainability proj-‐
ect on campus.
 Interested applicants can upload 
the proposal at https://usu.instruc-‐
ture.com/courses/109571
Applications are due no later than 
Nov. 2, 2012 at 5 p.m. Individuals or 
teams can apply. Student collabora-‐
tion and cross-‐disciplinary teams 
are strongly encouraged. Awards 
will be granted to projects reviewed 
and judged by the Blue Goes Green 
Student Grant Program Selection 
Committee comprised of USU fac-‐
ulty, staff, and one student represen-‐
tative from each college.
Blue Goes Green 
grants available
Campus News
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Research grants exceed $4 million
BY SARA MCQUIVEY
staff writer
SCIENTISTS AT THE INSTITUE for Antiviral Research are working to educate facilities around the world about 
proper vaccination techniques. Stock photo
COMMON: Spencer West speaks of hardships
Graphic courtesy of the College of Agriculture
his two best friends raised more than 
$500,000 for Kenyans when the country 
was going through its worst drought in 60 
years. With his friends, West began the 
Redefine Possible campaign and climbed 
Mount Kilimanjaro, the tallest mountain 
in Africa.
 “If I can do that, you guys can do any-‐
thing,” he said.
 Failure is a very real thing, especially 
close to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, 
West said. He didn’t want to go to bed 
knowing he didn’t do everything he could 
to achieve his goal, however.
West told the audience to stand up and 
follow their passions. Then, they too could 
make a difference in the world, he said. 
  “I found my power through speak-‐
ing.” West said, “Find your power and get 
involved with something you’re passionate 
about.”
USU student Stephanie Harris said West’s 
speech made her see the world differently. 
 “He was inspirational,” Harris said. 
“He made me feel lazy. I could be making 
something happen.”
– katrimw@gmail.com
From page 1                             
 On Sept. 3, after nearly two and 
a half years a preparation, Joelle 
Beard, a junior majoring in English 
education at USU, swam the English 
Channel in an above-‐average time of 
12 hours and 17 minutes.
 She took the plunge at 2:40 
a.m. on Shakespeare Beach near 
Dover, England.  In an email to the 
Statesman, Beard said “the air tem-‐
perature was cold, the night was pitch 
black, and the water was freezing. I 
got scared due to the conditions and 
I thought ‘What the heck am I doing?  
This is ridiculous!’”  
 Despite her fears at the beginning, 
Beard kicked it into gear and at 2:57 
p.m. She climbed up onto the rocks 
near the cliffs in France at Cape Gris 
Nez, which marked the end of her 
swim.  
 Beard swam her race in conjunc-‐
tion with The Channel Swimming 
Association, and in order for her 
swim to count, she couldn’t wear a 
wetsuit to keep warm.  She instead 
covered herself with a specialized 
grease, which she said was similar to 
Vaseline. This grease allowed her to 
stay warm in the 61-‐62 degree water. 
 The CSA also helped her charter a 
pilot: Reg Brickell, who has been help-‐
ing swimmers navigate the Channel 
for 43 years, and a boat: a 30 foot 
fishing vessel named the “The Viking 
Princess.” The boat was equipped 
with spotlights that allowed Beard 
to see during the early hours of her 
swim.
 To keep track of time during her 
12 hour swim, Beard had a large horn 
blow every half hour.  This allowed 
her to have some semblance of time, 
but it also signaled the times that she 
would eat or drink. Every half hour 
brought a quick drink of powerade, 
and every hour and a half she would 
eat a quarter of a peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich, with a shot of honey.  
This gave her the energy she needed 
to perform this incredible feat. A 
hazard also was posed every time she 
took a break, because if she stopped 
for longer than a minute, the cold 
would set in and she wouldn’t be able 
to complete the swim.
 “I tried to take the swim in sec-‐
tions,” Beard said. “It would be a 
lot harder if I thought of the overall 
thing, rather than just a little bit at a 
time. I would take each half hour and 
tell myself to just go until the horn 
blew again.” 
 She said she would also hum a clas-‐
sical music song to herself, which was 
her motivational song and entertain-‐
ment during the swim.
 The English Channel is full of all 
sorts of sea creatures, sharks includ-‐
ed, but Beard was fortunate enough 
to not encounter any of the more 
dangerous sea creatures. She ran into 
seaweed a couple of times, and  she 
was stung by a jellyfish on the top of 
her foot, but it only stung for an hour 
or two, she said.
 To top off her adventure in 
England, Beard was able to go to the 
White Horse Pub in Dover and add 
her name to the wall where all the 
others who have completed the swim 
have signed.  
 Beard isn’t the only Utahn who 
completed the swim this year. Two 
weeks prior to Beard’s swim, Gordon 
Gridley of Syracuse completed his 
swim in 11 hours and 30 minutes. 
Beard said she had been in contact 
with him earlier, and he gave her lots 
of good tips.
 Beard said she trained and com-‐
pleted this swim because she wanted 
to prove to herself and some of her 
old coaches that speed in the water is 
not the only thing that makes some-‐
one great.
 Beard stands at 4 feet 10 inches 
tall, shorter than average height for a 
swimmer, but her height is what gave 
her the determination to swim the 
Channel in the first place.  
 Beard said she was told that she 
was too short to really be as fast as 
she wanted. 
 “Everyone acted like if you didn’t 
break a school record or get a swim-‐
ming scholarship you were not good,” 
she said.  
 Beard will be receiving recognition 
at Willard High School, her alma 
mater, where she now helps coach the 
swim team.  
 “Her name will go up on the record 
board for the English Channel,” said 




In 277 pages, USU alumnus 
Christopher Loke takes a reader 
on a journey of mystery and 
murder and addresses the blur 
between right and wrong in 
the author’s f irst novel, “The 
Housekeeper’s Son.”
 Wednesday, Sept. 12, Loke 
signed his positively reviewed 
book in the USU Bookstore. In 
2005, he graduated from USU 
with his masters in journalism 
and communications. During 
his time in Cache Valley, Loke 
said several of his professors 
inf luenced his writing and pre-‐
pared him to enter the writing 
world.
 “Michael Sweeney, Cathy 
Bullock, Penny Byrne, Ted Pease 
and Brenda Cooper — they are 
my favorites,” Loke said.
 Sweeney, who was the USU 
journalism department head 
from 1996-‐2009, was the chair-‐
man for Loke’s dissertation.
 “He always struck me as a 
very strong writer and storytell-‐
er,” Sweeney said. “I thought the 
book was very compelling. You 
would enjoy the story whether 
you knew anything about Utah 
or not.” 
 Sweeny said the story moved 
forward in a Sherlock Holmes 
kind of way.
 “The plot keeps you guess-‐
ing,” he said. “It teases the audi-‐
ence without giving anything 
away.”
 “In a nutshell it’s about a 
72-‐year-‐old woman who was 
arrested for the murder of a 
12-‐year-‐old girl,” Loke said. 
“She was the housekeeper for 
the mother of the 12-‐year-‐old 
victim. She was arrested for the 
murder and a journalist was 
assigned to interview her and 
write a feature about her.”
 Loke said the journalist in 
the book was an obituary writer 
who had just switched to fea-‐
tures journalism, and this mur-‐
derer profile was his first story.
 “She is the nicest woman in 
the community, but we come 
to find that the little girl was 
not her first victim — it was 
her second,” Loke said. “Her 
first victim was her own son at 
the same age of 12-‐years-‐old. 
Everything she does afterward 
has to do with the death and the 
life of her son.”
 Loke said he likes to pull from 
some of his own life experiences 
because if he’s detached from 
the story, it would just be f luff.
 “I wanted to write some-‐
thing I could relate to,” he said. 
“Obviously it’s dramatized. 
There’s a sense of hype and 
exaggeration in there just for 
entertainment value, but the 
theme and the subject matter is 
something I really care about on 
the side of journalism and also 
on the side of humanity — what 
is right and what is wrong?”
 “The question begs, is she 
really the one who actually 
killed the girl? If not, why is she 
admitted to the crime?” Loke 
said. 
 As the story progresses, Loke 
said the role of the journalist 
becomes more interesting.
 “No matter how objective 
(a journalist) is, he is often 
inf luenced by the cases he 
writes about,” he said. “It soon 
becomes something subjective 
and something that inf luences 
him and his life.” 
 The novel, which was pub-‐
lished in May, has already been 
requested by movie agents 
around the world and is also 
being considered for a Broadway 
play, Loke said.
 Working as a journalist in 
Logan, Loke said he didn’t get to 
cover many big crimes. 
 “Logan was the news center of 
the world,” he said.
 “Have I ever interviewed a 
murderer or a suspected crimi-‐
nal? No,” he said. “But have I 
www.utahstatesman.com
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Women and Newborn Center | Logan Regional Hospital
1400 North 500 East |Logan, UT  84341
435-716-1920
Our Budge OB/GYN team 
knows that taking care of 
others begins with taking
care of yourself.
Alumnus’ book garners worldwide attention
 published his first 
novel, “The Housekeeper’s Son,” to positive reviews. Movie agents 
around the world are interested in creating a film based on the plot, he 
said. DELAYNE LOCKE photo
BY NATASHA BODILY
features editor
See AUTHOR, Page 7
 on Sept. 3. Beard crossed the channel in an above-average time of 12 hours and 
17 minutes. The 4-foot-10-inch English education major was told she was too short to be very fast. Photo courtesy of Joelle Beard.
USU student conquers the English channel
BY CARLI SORENSON
staff writer
 Has anyone ever read 
or told you a story that 
captivated you so much 
you didn’t want the story 
to end because of the 
way it made you feel?
 If so, you’ll want to see 
“The Words.”
 This story begins 
with a young man, Rory 
Jansen (Bradley Cooper,) 
accepting an award for 
his bestselling book, “The 
Window Tears.” After 
the ceremony, he leaves 
with his wife Dora (Zoe 
Saldana,) but is unaware 
of an old man (Jeremy 
Irons) watching his every 
movement.
 Turning back the 
pages of time takes the 
audience to Rory’s begin-
nings. He and Dora both 
graduated from college 
and live in an apartment 
in New York City.
 Although Rory wants 
to live as a full time 
writer, they don’t have 
enough money to make 
ends meet. Rory borrows 
money from his father 
(J.K. Simmons), and then 
follows his father’s advice 
and starts a steady job 
with a publishing com-
pany.
 Rory and Dora finally 
get married. While vis-
iting an antique store 
during their Paris hon-
eymoon, Rory finds a 
briefcase for work. As he 
cleans it out, he discovers 
a manuscript of a story. 
 Naturally, Rory reads 
it out of curiosity, but the 
words of the story begin 
to change him. 
 No matter what he 
does or where he is, the 
story is always on his 
mind.
 After much delibera-
tion, Rory makes a deci-
sion that will change his 
life forever.
 “The Words” is a pow-
erfully moving narrative 
with an all star cast and 
an independent film feel, 
which creates a wonder-
ful cinematic experience.
 It was refreshing to 
have a personal and mod-
erately paced movie from 
such big names, especial-
ly since most of the pri-
mary actors have recently 
been in high action pro-
ductions.
 Each type of charac-
ter has their own visual 
introduction, which adds 
an additional level to the 
layers and intertwining 
of the film.
 The foreshadowing 
was perfectly done, as if 
the audience was read-
ing a book instead of 
watching a movie. The 
subtlety, the layers, and 
the depth, bound this 
film together in a pack-
age you’ll want to open 
over and over.
 “The Words” is all 
about stories-how they 
relate to each other, sto-
ries within stories, stories 
about other stories, how 
the consequences of one 
story affects other stories.
 The script was fantas-
tic. It was full of unforget-
table quotes and poetic 
phrases. 
 The pacing was right 
on time. The movie didn’t 
try to extend the plot too 
long, but it didn’t move 
so quickly as to rid the 
film of emotion.
 It has been a long time 
since I’ve seen a movie 
like this, a captivating 
drama without the action 
of a thriller
 The movie was so well 
done, it could be trans-
formed into a play. It had 
the realism, depth, and 
feel that gave the movie 
the supreme emotion 
that stays with an audi-
ence.
 The parallels were 
phenomenal. I wish I 
could mention them, but 
it’s something you need 
to see for yourself.
 The music was beauti-
fully orchestral, yet omi-
nous and mysterious, 
painting emotion into the 
scenes.
 The balance between 
music and silence was 
perfect.
 There were times when 
there were only sound 
effects or the silence 
present during a conver-
sation. It made the movie 
feel real. Life doesn’t have 
a soundtrack that plays as 
we go about our various 
activities. 
 “The Words” was 
first shown at the 2012 
Sundance Festival as the 
directorial debut of co-
directors Brian Klugman 
and Lee Sternthal.  
 They wrote the basics 
of the story many years 
before, when they were 
first trying to make their 
mark on the artistic world. 
They finally created the 
opportunity to develop 
this film, and they truly 
created a gem.
 Cooper once again 
demonstrates his broad 
range of talent, adding 
“The Words” to his list 
of varied movies, which 
include “The A-Team,” 
“The Hangover,” and 
“Limitless.” His role is so 
believable; I could see 
him as a normal guy.
 Saldana was golden. 
I have never seen her 
underperform herself. 
She brought everything 
she had to this film, as 
she had in “Avatar,” “Star 
Trek,” and “Colombiana.” 
 Without Irons, “The 
Words” would not be as 
poetic and heartfelt, and 
it would have lacked the 
captivation he wrote into 
his character. Irons is an 
actor with a voice that 
can never be forgotten. 
 Best known as the 
voice of Scar in “The Lion 
King,” Irons also made 
memorable appearances 
in “The Man in the Iron 
Mask,” and “Die Hard: 
With a Vengeance.”
 Composer Marcelo 
Zarvos once again 
delivers a fine dramatic 
soundtrack. He draws 
from his experiences of 
“The Good Shepherd” 
and “Brooklyn’s Finest” to 
produce a heartfelt score 
that pierces the soul.
 If you have ever writ-
ten a story, ever wanted 
to become a writer, or 
love the journeys stories 
take you on, you should 
experience “The Words.”
— Spencer Palmer is a 
graduate student work-
ing toward an MBA with 
a recent bachelor’s in 
mechanical engineering. 
Email him at spencer.
palmer@aggiemail.usu.
edu or visit his website, 
themovieknight.word-
press.com.
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‘The Words’ is a powerful, moving narrative
“THE WORDS” STARS BRADLEY COOPER and Zoe Saldana as a married 
couple living in New York City. Cooper’s character, Rory Jansen, is an award-winning 








 Do you hear the people sing?
LES MISERABLES, THE SCHOOL EDITION is playing at the Ellen Eccles Theatre. The cast includes more than 130 high school students from seven different high 
schools in northern Utah.  The production is directed by Gwendolyn Dattage. The student version is adapted to address teen-specific issues.  DELAYNE LOCKE photo
Monday, Nov. 1, XXXX
®
Amavida, which literally means 
“love for life” is a collection of some of 
the world’s most intricately detailed and 
breathtaking diamond rings.
When you’ve found that perfect love, 
its Amavida.! This line of perfect keepsakes 
will embody and mirror this flawless 
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 Roughly 30 percent of entering fresh-‐
men in the U.S. are first generation 
college students, according to a report 
by the National Center for Educational 
Statistics. In fall of 2008, Becky 
Skabelund was among them.
 “Neither of my parents went to college 
— my dad has been a roofer all his life,” 
Skabelund said. “His father wasn’t sup-‐
portive of the idea he should go to col-‐
lege. We’re LDS, so going on a mission 
and to college was too expensive.” 
 Skabelund’s mother attended a beauty 
school in Montana, but never attended 
college in Utah. She said even though 
neither of her parents attended college, 
her future at a college was never really 
an option. 
 “My mother expects the best of her 
children, like she expected us to always 
have good grades,” she said. “If we got 
B’s and C’s in high school she’d be upset 
with us.”
 Adison Griffith, sophomore in special 
education, said she always knew she was 
going to college because she made sure 
college was always an option for herself. 
 “It was just something that I required 
myself to do to get anywhere in life,” 
Griffith said. “Plus, I have to get a degree 
to do what I want.” 
 First generation students usually have 
similar background characteristics, 
such as race, income and academic pre-‐
paredness. A 2005 National Center for 
Educational Statistics study suggested 
first generation college students were 
more likely to delay post-‐secondary 
entry, begin at a 2-‐year institution and 
attend part time and discontinuously.
 Skabelund, however, attended continu-‐
ously and finished her degree in three-‐
and-‐a-‐half years. She said the only times 
she thought she might not want to go to 
college was when school was difficult, 
but she had a good support system from 
home. 
 “My dad was really excited when I 
graduated,” she said. “He always told me 
to do whatever I want, what I like. He’s 
got a job he’s good at, but it’s not some-‐
thing he really likes.” 
 A first generation college student at 
USU has the same application as any 
other student, except for a single box: 
“Are you a first generation college stu-‐
dent? Yes or No? Check ‘Yes’ if neither of 
your parents received a bachelor’s degree 
before you were 18 years old.”
 Griffith’s dad did not receive a bach-‐
elor’s degree before she was 18, but he’s 
enrolled in college now, and she said 
she’s happy he’s taking the opportunity. 
 “Although he won’t get the experience 
that I will, he is really happy to go back 
to school again,” Griffith said. “It will be 
a great thing when it comes to his career 
he is working toward.” 
 Every student from age 18 to 88 
applies the same way and for some 
the process can be frustrating, but 
Skabelund said when she applied, it 
wasn’t really difficult. She did all of 
the same things to prepare for col-‐
lege as everyone else, and even though 
she didn’t have lots of attention from 
counselors, she had a role model — her 
brother. 
 “He was a freshman when I was a 
senior in high school so that was help-‐
ful,” she said. “He went on an LDS mis-‐
sion, so even though he started before I 
did, I graduated first.”
 Neither Skabelund nor Griffith 
received a scholarship for being a first 
generation student, but both have 
paid for college partly through loans. 
Skabelund said she received a 2-‐year 
scholarship from Utah State and received 
money from her parents because of her 
grades. 
 “The first two years I got $1,000 each 
semester, because I got good grades,” she 
said. “But the last while I had to take stu-‐
dent loans.” 
 Griffith is attending college complete-‐
ly on student loans, but says education is 
worth it. 
 “I need to go to college in order to do 
something real with my life and what I 
want to do,” she said. 
 Having a college education has inf lu-‐
enced how Skabelund looks at the world, 
and she can see the difference in how she 
and her father look at the world. 
 “I do notice a huge difference between 
how I think and how my dad thinks,” 
she said. “You don’t only learn about 
your major, college teaches you to think 
about the world, be a critical thinker 
and helped me to be a better person. I’m 
more open minded.” 
 Skabelund is currently living and 
working in Logan and said life isn’t 
much different now than it was when she 
was in college, except now she’s a profes-‐
sional.
 “I still feel like a student,” she said. 
“Most of my friends are still in college, 
and I was up on campus last weekend for 
the music festival.” 
– april.ashland@aggiemail.usu.edu
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 Many USU students are no 
longer living at home. This cre-‐
ates challenges for some Aggies, 
from doing laundry, honing 
culinary skills or dealing with 
a less-‐than-‐hygienic roommate. 
Despite the challenges, many 
find the experience of moving 
out a positive one.
 “I love it,” said undeclared 
freshman Josie Iroz. “It really is 
like the best thing so far that’s 
happened to me.”
 “You have a sense of indepen-‐
dence,” said undeclared sopho-‐
more Sam Rosemann. “You feel 
like you are your own person. 
You feel like, ‘Yeah, I don’t want 
to grow up,’ but really you do.”
 Some students are satis-‐
fied with living on their own 
without having to worry about 
parental intervention.
 “I feel less pressure,” said 
Kyle Shultz, a sophomore 
majoring in international busi-‐
ness. “When you’re at your par-‐
ents they’re always on your case 
about something. Here I can do 
whatever I want.”
 Tanner Simmons, a senior 
majoring in public relations, 
has been living outside his par-‐
ents’ home for that last seven 
years. 
 “It has been a good experi-‐
ence discovering my own iden-‐
tity away from home,” Simmons 
said. “It has been positive to 
f igure out what I like and dis-‐
like, what makes me happy. At 
home you’re kind of exposed 
to certain things by default, 
whereas you get to choose more 
what you’re exposed to when 
you move out.”
 While some students are 
happy with their out-‐of-‐home 
circumstances for reasons such 
as independence, an improved 
social life and opportunities to 
discover their identities, other 
students feel like living out of 
the home can have some less-‐
desirable effects, including bad 
roommates.     
 “Some of my roommates need 
to learn that their mother is 
not here to pick up after them,” 
said Shultz. “It’s not like I’m 
a neat freak, but I like to keep 
things tidy. Other people with 
different backgrounds just 
don’t care.  Having to cook for 
yourself is also challenging.  It’s 
just so nice to have a hot meal 
prepared for you.  My biggest 
challenge though is probably 
prioritizing. I just want to like 
party all the time.”
 “I have a roommate that 
pack-‐rats dirty dishes in her 
bedroom,” said Rosemann. “It’s 
not just her dishes––it’s ours 
too. It’s like, who does that?”
 “We had a roommate who 
would like go hangout by him-‐
self downstairs in our laundry 
room for like six hours at a 
time,” said Simmons. “It was 
weird and kind of sketchy.”
 “Because some of our room-‐
mates already knew each other 
before we moved in, there is 
kind of a division in our apart-‐
ment, mostly in conversation,” 
said Michael Gargon, a sopho-‐
more studying business. “We 
get along just f ine, but because 
of our different backgrounds 
and personalities we don’t 
always get each other’s humor. 
Sometimes you are out of the 
loop.”
 Some students have had posi-‐
tive relationships with room-‐
mates.
 “I shared a room with my 
little brother for like f ifteen 
years,” said Michael Gargon, a 
sophomore majoring in busi-‐
ness. “So many aspects of hav-‐
ing a roommate weren’t diffi-‐
cult to get used to. Some things 
are even better.”
 “It’s nice because all your 
boys are just there,” Shultz said. 
“It’s like guy talk all the time. 
It’s cool, I like it.”
 “I haven’t had a bad room-‐
mate yet though,” said 
Rosemann. “I’m a pretty easy-‐
going person, so I haven’t really 
had any issues.”
 “Sometimes you miss the 
sense of family, and your room-‐
mates can kind of f ill that in 
with a feeling of camaraderie,” 
said Simmons. “Also, having 
the same roommate consecu-‐
tive years is a relief. You’re like, 
‘Okay, this guy’s clean.’ You’re 
already used to each other.”
 “It’s time to grow up and take 




Students move out and learn independence
ROOMMATES BAILEY HOWARD, Lindsey Draper, Briana 
Elwell and Samantha Roseman said they had a roommate who would 
keep dirty dishes in her bedroom. Photo courtesy of Samantha Roseman
BY CALE PATTERSON
staff writer
STUDENTS CAN FIND MENTORS in their professors and advisors to help them 
achieve success throughout their college career and afterward. Stock photo
CONTEST
Send in your best photo from this 
summer ... and you could get it 
published in a special 
supplement and win a restaurant 
gift certificate.
- Categories: Landscape & Nature; Activities 
& People; Bizarre & Unusual.
- Deadline: Sept. 24, 5 p.m. No exceptions.
- Email JPEGs (not too large, please) to: 
statesman@usu.edu, with subject line 
“Nature” or “People” or “Bizarre.” Only one 
entry per category. Hurry! Do it Today!
- Entries will be posted at www.utahstates-
man.com for viewing and voting.




After four years of classes, thousands of 
dollars in tuition and countless nights 
of homework, tests and group projects, 
most students hope to leave college with 
a diploma. However, there’s another part 
of the college experience that some stu-‐
dents miss. Professors want to work for 
the student to help them succeed both 
during and after their college education. 
  The faculty and staff at USU provide 
help for their students and can be valu-‐
able resources throughout the collegiate 
career. One place to look for help is the 
USU Advising Center, where students 
can find their academic advisor. 
  The Advising Center recommends 
students meet with their academic advi-‐
sor at least once a semester. Advisors 
are hired to help students on the track 
toward graduation. Meeting with an 
academic advisor early can give students 
a head start in their progress toward a 
degree and subsequent career.
  In addition to advising, there are 
other ways students can improve their 
academic experience. Comradery with a 
professor or lecturer at the beginning of 
the semester can help by creating a posi-‐
tive relationship where open communi-‐
cation is available. 
 “Having a mentor here is great,” said 
Machaela Burt, a senior majoring in 
theatre education. “I feel like I’m able to 
go to him with questions — even dumb 
questions I don’t want to ask anyone else 
— because he’s someone who is support-‐
ing me.”
 Burt said she met with her professor 
because he was her program advisor. 
She said they ended up working together 
frequently and she was lucky to build a 
relationship 
this way.  
 “Don’t be intimidated by them,” Burt 
said. “It’s good to have a relationship but 
don’t expect it to be buddy-‐buddy from 
the start. They’re professionals. A good 
thing to keep in mind is they don’t need 
to know they’re your mentor, they just 
need to know who you are.”
  “Take the initiative early in your time 
at USU to introduce yourself and brown-‐
nose shamelessly,” she said. “Tell them 
who you are and what you want to do 
with your life, or what you think you 
want to do with your life, or even what 
you expect you might want to do with 
your life.” 
  “It’s just good support,” she said. “If 
I’m stressed about school and projects 
he’s not afraid to tell me I’m trying to 
do too much, he watches out for me and 
keeps an eye on my well-‐being.”
 Often professors are more invested in 
their students when they know who they 
are and have a good impression of them. 
 “It’s absolutely useful,” Burt said. “He 
helps me find funding for projects, he 
lets me know about opportunities in the 
community and in my department and 
he supports me in generating projects of 
my own. It’s definitely been worthwhile 
for me to build a relationship with him.”
  “Go to their office hours,” said Casey 
Staley, a junior majoring in exercise sci-‐
ence. “Take the initiative to get to know 
the professors because they’re world-‐
class in their respective fields.”
 There are hundreds of classes avail-‐
able at USU. Throughout a student’s 
college career, they will meet many pro-‐
fessionals in their f ield, including their 
professors. They have experience in their 
area of education. 
 “You can’t get better knowledge for 
free while you’re in school, so take 





Students seek mentorship from profs
ever thought and studied 
how that is done? Yes, 
definitely.” 
 He said the plot is very 
hypothetical, but through 
his journalistic experience 
he was able to know how 
to deal with it what to 
expect.
 Loke said he has always 
loved feature journalistic 
writing, and though the 
book isn’t in that format, 
one of the key characters 
lives that lifestyle.
 “I wrote journalism, just 
news — the facts,” he said. 
“I combined those two 
and put in a little drama 
and creativity and came 
out with a nice story.” 
 Loke said the book is 
somewhat of a psycho-‐
logical thriller, but doesn’t 
have a lot of action. 
 “When you’re a journal-‐
ist in that world, you see 
a lot of things that trigger 
your thoughts and emo-‐
tions and really want to 
talk about it, Loke said. “I 
think this is a good chan-‐
nel for me to express and 
channel that.”
 Cathy Bullock, another 
professor during Loke’s 
tenure at USU, said she 
was excited for her former 
student and teacher’s 
assistant.
 “I’m thrilled for Chris,” 
Bullock said. “I hope 
his book is a great suc-‐
cess and that he’ll make 
sequels. He always loved 
words and language, so 
this doesn’t surprise me.”
 “He was a great writer 
then and I’m sure he’s a 
great writer now,” said 
Ted Pease, journalism 
department head. He said 




AUTHOR: Tapped experiences for novel
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CHRISTOPHER LOKE SAID HE  incorporated his 
own experience as a journalist into the journalist charac-
ter, Victor Lee, in his novel. DELAYNE LOCKE photo
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 I was sitting in class at 
the beginning of my first 
semester at USU when a 
conversation occurred 
behind me that I could 
hardly ignore. “Are you 
going to that fetching 
party on Wednesday?” 
said one clever young 
man. “Fetch yeah I am,” 
came the reply. Said the 
first speaker, “I won-
der if there will be any 
new motherfetchers this 
time.” “Who the fetch 
knows,” said his cohort. 
 I congratulated myself 
heartily the rest of the 
day for not turning 
around and bee-otch 
slapping both of those 
dumb motherfetchers 
right out of their seats. 
Little did I know that 
this would be a precur-
sor for far too many 
conversations on cam-
pus over the next few 
years. 
 The idea that pseu-
do-swearing — sub-
stituting one or two 
vowels or consonants 
for another and thereby 
somehow switching the 
offensiveness of a word 
— is about as bullcrappy 
as shiz can get. 
 Seriously — I under-
stand that religious 
or social inhibitions 
may prevent one from 
employing classic 
swear words, particu-
larly when invoking the 
name of the lord. But, 
according to the Journal 
of Politeness Research, 
“The main purpose of 
swearing is to express 
emotions, especially 
anger and frustration. 
Swear words are well 
suited to express emo-
tion as their primary 
meanings are connota-
tive.” 
 You might be think-
ing, “Just what the 
heck is that supposed 
to mean?” In layman’s 
terms, it ’s basically 
saying that we swear 
because it tells other 
people how we feel. 
The expression of emo-
tion doesn’t change a 
bit when you switch 
the letters to make the 
word not technically the 
“bad” one. Sure, you 
still say what you meant 
to say, but you come 
off sounding like a gosh 
dang idiot. 
 Just for shoots and gig-
gles, I Googled “Why is 
swearing bad?” A web-
site called “Cuss Control 
Academy” popped 
up that was so funny I 
laughed my asterisk off. 
Among other things, it 
suggested that swearing 
increased violence; it’s 
abrasive and lazy; it has 
lost its effectiveness; it 
discloses a lack of char-
acter; and it contributes 
to the decline of civility. 
 Predictably, this site 
had no research to back 
its claims. But it makes 
some of the most ste-
reotypical, albeit com-
pletely unsound, argu-
ments against using 
swear words. If swear-
ing really indicates lazi-
ness and lack of char-
acter, which it abso-
flipping-lutely does not, 
we could expect those 
who use pseudo-swear 
words to be as lacka-
daisical as those who 
use the legitimate curse 
words. In reality, some 
of the most educated 
and intellectual indi-







































ited to 400 words.
shortened, edited or 
rejected for reasons 
of good taste, redun-
dancy or volume of 
similar letters.
topic oriented. They 
may not be directed 
toward individuals. 
Any letter directed to 
a specific individual 
may be edited or not 
printed.
ters will be published. 
Writers must sign all 
letters and include 
a phone number or 
e-mail address as well 
as a student identifi-
cation number (none 
of which is pub-
lished). Letters will 
not be printed with-
out this verification.
groups — or more 
than one individual — 
must have a singular 
representative clearly 




ting successive letters 
— no exceptions.
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to The Statesman in 
or can be e-mailed to 
statesman@aggiemail.
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www.utahstatesman.
com for more letter 
guidelines and a box 










 Wolves can be killed 
without regulation in 
Wyoming. Wyoming 
and the US Fish and 
Wildlife plan is unac-
ceptable, its methods 
are reckless and there 
are no provisions in 
place to ensure wolf 
populations won’t 
That has to be includ-
ed in their plan. The 
Wyoming wolf plan is 
written to appease cat-
tle and sheep ranchers 
and the sportsmen 
industry. Their claims 
of innumerable live-
stock losses are with-
out merit and scientific 
data.
 The random mur-
ders of wolves will not 
reduce conflicts, but 
may increase them. 
By taking and killing 
the parents who teach 
their young. Without 
them, the young have 
no teachings, they end 
up starving and with-
out their parents it will 
not help.   
 Wolves are a very 
natural and important 
part of our ecosys-
tem. It’s proven that 
without them here, 
our stream habitats 
are greatly impaired. 
Willow trees have 
stopped growing and 
species disappeared 
because of the over-
abundance of livestock 
and elk. Please help 
us stop this and make 
proper provisons. 
Idaho, Minnesota and 
Montana also have 
horrible wolf manage-
ment plans to appease 
livestock industries not 
in this species’ best 
interest.
Tracy Swenson
Obama faces complex situation in Libya
 The story 
has just begun. 
We don’t yet 
know its con-
tours — wheth-
er it will unfold 
as a one-shot 
tragedy or as 
the opening 
salvo of a mon-
umental crisis. 
But less than a 
full day after the violent assault on the 
U.S. embassy in Egypt and the killing of 
our ambassador and three of his staff in 
Libya, a few lessons can be noted.
 First, diplomacy still matters, perhaps 
above all else. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
reported Wednesday, in her most elo-
quent news conference as secretary of 
state, that Libyan citizens and security 
forces had tried to fight off the small 
mob of militants who set fire to the 
U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, and 
that, afterward, they’d sheltered many 
survivors and carried the ambassador, J. 
Christopher Stevens, to a nearby hospi-
tal. They did this, in good part, because 
they knew Stevens. A year ago, as the 
U.S. emissary, he had helped the reb-
els — who now form Libya’s fledgling 
democratic government — in their fight 
to overthrow Muammar Gadhafi. Ever 
since, he’d been greeted as a friend in 
his travels around the country.
 Similarly, Clinton said, Egyptian secu-
rity forces helped American guards 
stave off those who stormed the U.S. 
embassy in Cairo before much damage 
was done. Though she didn’t mention it, 
the new president, Mohammed Morsi, 
must know that his country’s fortunes, 
and thus his own political prospects, 
depend on foreign aid and investment. 
A few days earlier, Morsi had met with 
American businessmen and tried to 
assure them that the climate for invest-
ment was sound. Nobody will believe 
this message if he can’t guarantee 
the security of foreign embassies on 
Egyptian soil — or prosecute those who 
violate their sovereign status.
 Second, what we’re seeing is, poten-
tially, a conflict not only between the 
West and radical Islam but also between 
elements within Islam. President Barack 
beef up security at other embassies in 
the region, a sensible move. But beyond 
that, he and his aides no doubt know 
that, in the long run, it’s important for 
Morsi, Libya’s leaders, and at least a few 
other prominent Muslim spokesmen 
throughout the region to denounce the 
most violent of these protesters — and 
to denounce the very tactic of assault-
ing embassies and killing diplomats as 
an antiquated practice that violates their 
principles and has no place in contem-
porary Middle Eastern politics.
 Getting them to do this will be a deli-
cate task, requiring a fine mix of pres-
sure (no more IMF loans or business 
investment if you don’t control the vio-
lence — not a threat, just a fact of what 
will happen) and incentives (the money 
and much else will flow if you get on the 
right side).
 A major obstacle here is that domestic 
politics suffuses every pixel of this pic-
ture. Morsi and the other Muslim lead-
ers are in a bit of a bind. The militants 
form a segment of their constituencies; 
many others may oppose the militants’ 
action but regard the American-made 
anti-Islamic movie that inspired the pro-
test as more repellent still. Morsi issued 
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will throw in a choice 
cuss when conversing.
 That being said, I’m not 
suggesting you should 
swear all the freaking 
time. It’s true that some 
consider explicit swear 
words offensive, and I 
can certainly see that 
one should employ hesi-
tation when using the 
“F-word” in front of a 
three year old. Certain 
words are appropriate 
at certain times and in 
certain situations. You 
wouldn’t want to say 
even a derivative of a 
swear word in a job 
interview. 
 I can also understand 
that some feel the con-
notation of a word is 
what makes it inappro-
priate. But if that’s the 
case, doesn’t it follow 
that changing a “shit” to 
a “shoot” doesn’t mean 
a dang thing? If avoid-
ing the usage of strong, 
offensive expression 
is your intention, then 
it doesn’t matter what 
nouns or verbs you use. 
Your sentence should 
perhaps sound some-
thing more like, “I’m so 
frustrated that my room-
mate ate all my cheese. 
It was a rather expen-
sive novelty for a broke 
college student such as 
I,” rather than, “I’m so 
flipping pissed that my 
roommate ate all my eff-
ing swell cheese! I don’t 
have any gosh dang 
money to buy more!” 
 Often, swear words 
can even be a good 
thing. Free speech 
laws protect profanity. 
Newspapers can’t pick 
up flak for publishing 
swear words; neither 
can blogs, Facebook 
pages, or public protest 
signs. An article pub-
lished by Time even 
indicates that swearing 
can help increase resis-
tance to pain (really, if 
you think about it, let-
ting out a good loud 
cuss makes a toe stub 
more bearable).
 The bottom line with 
swear words is essen-
tially this: If you’re in 
college, you’re a flip-
ping adult, so talk like 
one. You’re a big kid 
and you’re allowed to 
use big-kid words.  If 
substituting the letters 
in a nasty word really 
makes that much of a 
difference to you, and 
you refuse to say the 
real words that indicate 
what you truly mean, 
may I suggest you shut 
the heck up and find 
another way to express 
yourself (and then 
return to high school). 
 And for the love of 
gosh, don’t take it upon 
yourself to chastise 
those of us who actually 
swear.
– Liz Emery is a senior 
majoring in English with 
an emphasis in creative 
writing. Her column 
runs here every other 
Thursday. Comments 
may be sent to her at 
liz.emery@yahoo.com.
SWEAR: One syllable not much of a change
From page 8                                                  
government prosecute 
those who made the 
movie. Obviously, this 
is not going to happen. 
It is very hard to con-
vince foreigners, espe-
cially those who grew 
up under authoritarian 
regimes, that America 
is not a monolithic 
society. The notion 
that some idiots and 
ideologues can make 
and release a movie 
without getting some 
stamp of approval from 
the government strikes 
them as literally unbe-
lievable.
 One task ahead is to 
persuade these lead-
ers that this really is 
the way things work 
here, that we value 
free speech, even 
stupid free speech — 
while still expressing 
some sympathy with 
their concerns (and 
understanding that 
they might not want 
to adopt the same sys-
tem). This is a long-term 
task, one that requires 
— and will evolve in 
tandem with — the 
integration of their 
societies into the rest 
of the world: economi-
cally, socially, and, to 
some extent, culturally. 
The major challenge 
is that this integration 
is precisely what the 
militant protesters most 
oppose. If the events 
of the last 24 hours 
prove pivotal, it will be 
because they forced 
the Muslim leaders 
to choose which path 
they want to follow.
 Third and finally, 
these events have 
highlighted just how 
stunningly unready Mitt 
Romney is for prime 
time — how little he 
understands the busi-
ness of being president 
or, for that matter, hold-
ing any post of national 
leadership in American 
politics.
 Early this morning, 
Romney issued a state-
ment that condemned 
not only the attackers 
on the embassies but 
also the Obama admin-
istration for sympathiz-
ing with the attackers. 
Neither Obama nor his 
officials had done any 
such thing. For a little 
while, it looked like 
Romney might have 
merely misunderstood 
the chronology of 
events. He criticized 
the embassy in Cairo 
for issuing a state-
ment deploring “the 
continuing efforts by 
misguided individuals 
to hurt the religious 
feelings of Muslims.” 
Romney depicted this 
statement as a shock-
ing “apology” for the 
“American principles” 
of free speech and an 
act of appeasement in 
the face of an attack on 
sovereign U.S. territory.
 What Romney or his 
staff might not have 
known at the time was 
that the embassy issued 
this appeal six hours 
LIBYA: Romney not ready for reins
From page 8                           before the protesters 
assaulted the walls. 
After the walls were 
breached, the embassy 
put out a revised state-
ment, condemning the 
attack. (The revision, 
however, did reaffirm 
the sentiment of the 
original statement — 
an affirmation that 
Obama spokesmen dis-
avowed, saying it had 
not been cleared with 
Washington.)
 After these facts 
became clear (along 
with reports of Stevens’ 
death, which he hadn’t 
known about), Romney 
could have backped-
aled. But instead the 
Republican presiden-
tial hopeful stepped 
on the gas. He held 
a press conference — 
just minutes before 
President Obama was 
scheduled to speak 
— and repeated his 
attacks. Worse yet, he 
spoke his lines with a 
slight smirk, as if taking 
undisguised delight at 
scoring political points. 
When a reporter asked 
what he would have 
done differently had 
he been president, he 
had no answer. Instead 
he repeated his line 
that Obama’s embassy 
was “apologizing for 
American principles” 
and that, when these 
things happen, “you 
speak out.”
 No other prominent 
Republican, even those 
who have vigorously 
criticized Obama in the 
past, has spoken out 
against the president 
on this issue. Sens. 
John McCain and 
Mitch McConnell, as 
well as House Speaker 
John Boehner, have 
stepped before micro-
phones to condemn 
the attacks, mourn 
the deaths, and assert 
American unity in seek-
ing justice. These politi-
cians know, as Romney 
apparently doesn’t, 
that in these sorts of 
crises, the proper thing 
to do is to rally around 
the flag.
 Ironically, it’s also 
the politically smart 
thing to do. Imagine 
if Romney had called 
Obama, asked how he 
could be of assistance 
in this time of crisis, 
offered to appear at his 
side at a press confer-
ence to demonstrate 
that, when American 
lives are at risk, poli-
tics stop at the water’s 
edge — and then had 
his staff put out the 
word that he’d done 
these things, which 
would have made him 
look noble and might 
have made Obama 
look like the petty one 
if he’d waved away 
these offers.
 But none of this is 
in Romney. He saw 
a chink in Obama’s 
armor, an opening for 
a political assault on 
the president’s strength 
and leadership, and 
so he dashed to the 
barricades without a 
moment of reflection, 
a nod to propriety, or a 
smidgen of good strat-
egy.
– Kaplan is Slate’s 
“War Stories” colum-
nist and author of the 
forthcoming book, 
“The Insurgents: David 
Petraeus and the Plot to 
Change the American 
Way of War.”





They are the stuff of presi-
dential campaigns, flowing from
the candidates lips at every stop.
They’re bold and simple, delivered
with absolute certainty that they will
be fulfilled.
Once in office, though, presidents
often find it difficult to deliver. They
find that Congress and the Supreme
Court have a say. Circumstances
change. A war erupts. The economy
stumbles.
Presidents can break some of their
promises and survive.
Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1932
vowed to balance the federal budget.
Instead, he launched a series of gov-
ernment programs to ease the pain of
the Great Depression, ran up deficits
and won a landslide re-election. 
In 1980, Ronald Reagan said he’d
cut taxes and spending. He delivered
on taxes. He couldn’t deliver on
spending, and stuck the country with
soaring deficits. Still, the economy
started growing, and Reagan coasted
to a landslide re-election.
Not every president has had the
same experience.
George H.W. Bush vowed in 1988
to resist any effort to raise taxes.
“Congress will push and push ... and
I’ll say, ‘Read my lips: No new
taxes,’” he said to cheers on his way
to victory. He broke the pledge to
reach a budget deal, lost support from
conservatives and went on to lose in
1992.
George W. Bush pledged in 2000
never to commit the U.S. to nation-
building elsewhere in the world. After
the 2001 terrorist attacks, he invaded
Iraq, then spent the rest of his presi-
dency nation building in Iraq. He sur-
vived to win re-election, but the drain
of Iraq cost him
political capital.
Barack Obama so far
has a mixed record, deliver-
ing on some of his big promises,
striking out on others and struggling
with many more in the face of a
Republican takeover of the House of
Representatives.
The non-partisan website
PolitiFact.com keeps a running score
of more than 500 Obama promises,
and said he’s kept 37 percent of them.
Another 14 percent are considered a
compromise, 23 percent are “in the
works” and 26 percent are either
“stalled” or “broken.”
The following is McClatchy’s
scorecard on 10 high-profile promis-
es, half of them domestic, half deal-
ing with foreign policy or national
security.
OBAMA PROMISES (UPDATED 8/27/2012)
MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
As the 2012 election cycle hits full-steam, we look back at
the promises President Obama made in the 2008 election
TAX CUTS
The promise: End Bush tax
cuts for individual incomes
above $200,000 and family
incomes above $250,000.
The quote: “One of the
things I think we are going to
have to do is reverse some of
those Bush tax cuts that went to
the wealthiest Americans ...
and invest in infrastructure,
invest in education, invest in
health care for all.”
— Barack Obama, March 31, 2007
The facts: Rather than let
the Bush tax cuts for higher
incomes expire as scheduled on
Dec. 31, 2010, Obama agreed
to extend them for another two









again to let the taxes on the




The promise: Health care
for every American.
The quote: “Now is the
time to finally keep the promise
of affordable, accessible health
care for every single American.
If you have health care, my
plan will lower your premiums.
If you don’t, you’ll be able to
get the same kind of coverage
that members of Congress give
themselves.”
— Barack Obama, Aug. 28, 2008
The facts: Obama signed
the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act into law










Americans will have coverage
by 2022, when the law is fully
implemented, compared to 82
percent without the law. That
wouldn’t cover “every single




The promise: To cut health
care premiums by as much as
$2,500 a year.
The quote: “I have made a
solemn pledge that I will sign a
universal health care bill into
law by the end of my first term
as president that will cover
every American and cut the
cost of a typical family’s premi-
um by up to $2,500 a year.”
— Barack Obama, June 23, 2007
The facts: The average pre-
mium for families with
employer-provided insurance
went up by 9 percent this year
over last year, according to the
Kaiser Family Foundation. The
average premium for an indi-
vidual shot up 8 percent. The
White House said only about 1
to 2 percentage points of the
increase could be tied to the
new law. Longer term, the
prospects are mixed. The
Congressional Budget Office
last year said premiums will be
“somewhat higher” but that
“many people will end up pay-
ing less for health insurance”
because they’ll get help from
the government.
JOBS
The promise: Save or cre-
ate millions of jobs and keep
unemployment below 8 percent
if able to enact stimulus pack-
age.
The quote: “A package in
the range that the President-
Elect has discussed is expected
to create between three and
four million jobs by the end of
2010.” 
— Obama advisers Christina
Romer and Jared Bernstein in 
a report on the benefits of the
proposed stimulus, Jan. 9, 2008.
The report included a chart 
showing unemployment 
peaking below 8 percent if 
the stimulus were enacted.
The facts: Unemployment
topped 8 percent the next
month — at the same time the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act was being
passed — and remains above 8
percent nearly three years later. 
The CBO concluded last
year that the $830 billion stim-
ulus did have a positive effect
on jobs — increasing the num-
ber of jobs by 1.6 million to
4.6 million over what it would
have totaled, and decreasing
the unemployment rate by 0.6
to 1.8 percentage points.
ENVIRONMENT
The promise: A “cap and
trade” plan that would limit the
emissions that contribute to
global warming.
The quote: “As president, I
will set a hard cap on all car-
bon emissions at a level that
scientists say is necessary to
curb global warming, an 80
percent reduction by 2050.” 
— Barack Obama, Oct. 8, 2007
The facts: The House of
Representatives passed the plan
while Democrats still con-









the idea. Said Obama after the
2010 elections: “It’s doubtful
that you could get the votes to
pass that through the House




The promise: To close the
terrorist prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba.
The quote: “I will close
Guantanamo, reject the
Military Commissions Act and
adhere to the Geneva
Conventions. Our Constitution
and laws... provide a frame-
work for dealing with the ter-
rorists.” 
— Barack Obama, Aug. 1, 2007
The facts: Two days after
he took office, Obama signed
an executive order to force the
closure of the Guantanamo Bay
facility within a year. His plan




terrorists to U.S. prisons.
Obama changed course in
2011, signing another executive
order, this time allowing mili-
tary trials to continue at the
camp. The administration
insists it “remains committed”
to closing the facility, but Abd
al Rahim al Nashiri, who faces
the death penalty in al-Qaida’s
suicide bombing of a U.S.
Navy warship in a Yemen port
a decade ago, and is currently
on trial there before a military
tribunal.
WAR IN IRAQ 
The promise: End U.S.
involvement in Iraq.
The quote: “I will begin to
remove our troops from Iraq
immediately. I will remove one
or two brigades a month and
get all of our combat troops out
of Iraq within 16 months. The
only troops I will keep in Iraq
will perform the limited mis-
sions of protecting our diplo-
mats and carrying out targeted
strikes on al-Qaida. … Let
there be no doubt: I will end
this war.” 
— Barack Obama, Oct. 2, 2007 
The facts: In August 2010
– 18 months after taking office
– Obama declared the combat
mission in Iraq over. On Dec.
18, 2011, the last American








assisting the country on a vari-
ety of fronts, including law
enforcement and security.
OSAMA BIN LADEN 
The promise: Get terror
mastermind.
The quote: “If we have
Osama bin Laden in our sights
and the Pakistani government
is unable or unwilling to take
them out, then I think that we
have to act and we will take
them out. We will kill bin
Laden; we will crush al-Qaida.
That has to be our biggest
national security priority.” 








that the leader of the al-Qaida
terror organization had been
killed in Pakistan by U.S. oper-
atives. He said then that shortly
after he took office he had
directed then-CIA director
Leon Panetta to make the
killing or capture of bin Laden
“the top priority of our war
against al-Qaida.” 
MIDEAST PEACE
The promise: “He will
make a sustained push — work-
ing with Israelis and
Palestinians — to achieve the
goal of two states, a Jewish
state in Israel and a Palestinian
state, living side by side in
peace and security.” 
— Obama’s “Blueprint for Change”
The facts: Days after taking
office, President Obama named
George Mitchell, who helped
broker peace in Northern
Ireland, as a special envoy to
the Middle East in hopes of
reaching a deal to an issue that
has proved vexing to U.S. pres-
idents for decades. But
Mitchell stepped down in
March, followed months later
by Dennis Ross, one of









recognition at the United
Nations. Given domestic politi-
cal considerations, analysts
don’t expect any movement on
the front between now and the
election.
AFGHANISTAN
The promise: Send more
troops to wage war in
Afghanistan
The quote: “As president, I
would deploy at least two addi-
tional brigades to Afghanistan
to reinforce our counterterror-
ism operations and support
NATO’s efforts against the
Taliban.” 
— Barack Obama, Aug. 1, 2007
The facts: Obama on









Afghanistan.” On Dec. 1, 2009,
he announced he was sending
another 30,000 troops. He’s
pledged to “wind down the
war” with U.S. and NATO
combat troops remaining there
through 2014, but with
Afghanistan’s security forces
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The STATESMAN Crossword! Check it out! All the 
clues, all the answers 
come from from 
this issue of The 
Statesman. Bring it 
in to TSC 105 or snap 
a photo with your 





Those with correct 
answers will be 
eligible for a 




Bliss  MCT Features Tyson Cole
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis
FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 12, 2012
ACROSS
1 “Rumble in the
Jungle” champ




15 Dot on a map

















34 Subdue with a
stun gun
35 Final Four initials
37 “Mercy!”








45 Game with a 32-
card deck
46 “Never Give a
Sucker an Even
Break” star
48 How some beer
is sold














67 Kite on the links































28 It may be bendy
29 One of three in
Coca-Cola
30 Locks up






39 Online tech news
site
40 Parkway off-ramp


















By Gareth Bain 9/12/12







    
2297 North Main, Logan 
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 The Crossroads Project focuses on 
exploring nature, humanity and the 
paths that lie before us. This is an art 
exhibit featuring the works of Rebecca 
Allan and Garth Lenz, featured in the 
Tippetts Exhibit Hall, open Monday 
through Friday 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m. and on 
the Performance Hall promenade. These 
exhibits are free and open to the public. 
They will be on exhibit from Sept. 10-‐Oct. 
10.
 The Happiness Advantage wellness 
workshops are free to students and 
staff who want to improve themselves. 
Workshops are every Wednesday from 
7-‐8 p.m. in the Wellness Center confer-‐
ence room. Register by calling the Student 
Health and Wellness Center at 435-‐797-‐
1660
 The USU Extension Office in Cache 
County will present the Smart Money 
Moves financial management series on 
Sept. 13, 20 and 27 in the Cache County 
Administration Building Multipurpose 
Room at 179 N. Main, Logan. The cost 
of the series is $20.00 per person or 
$30.00 per couple.  Contact the Utah IDA 
Network at 877-‐787-‐0727 or uidan.org 
for more information about the matched-‐
savings program.  Contact USU Extension 
at adrie.roberts@usu.edu for more infor-‐
mation about the Smart Money Moves 
Series.   
 The Logan Fine Art Gallery presents a 
show for Dick Broun’s Photography. It 
will run through the end of September. 
The gallery is located at 60 W 100 North, 
Logan. The gallery is open Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m.-‐6 p.m. 
 The USU Ecology Center has their 
first speaker seminar coming up on 
Sept. 12 and 13. Dr. Jon Bakker from the 
University of Washington will speak Sept. 
12 at 6 p.m. in ENG 103 and Sept. 13 at 4 
p.m. in ENG 302.
 Cafe Ibis is hosting a series of per-‐
formers. Allie Harris will be performing 
Sept. 14 from 4:45-‐6:45 p.m. and singer/
songwriter Katie Jo will perform Sept. 16 
from 12-‐2 p.m.
 Kendall Garrison and Chris Krompel 
 Women’s Soccer vs. Washington, 4 p.m.
 Landscapes and Lace, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Adventures in the West, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Good Neighbors, Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of 
Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Business Week: Professional Photographs, BUS 
Lobby, 10 a.m.-‐2 p.m.
 Women’s Volleyball at UTSA, San Antonio, TX 5:30 
p.m.
 Last day to receive tuition refund. add classes 
(including audits) and to drop classes without nota-‐
tion on transcript
 Tuition and Fee Payment Due
 Landscapes and Lace, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art
 Drops show as W on transcript
 Classes added by petition only (students charged 
$100 late-‐add fee)
 Landscapes and Lace, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, 10 a.m.-‐5p.m.
 Adventures in the West, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Good Neighbors, Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of 
Art, 10-‐5 p.m.
 Landscapes and Lace, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art
 Adventures in the West, Nora Eccles Harrison 
Museum of Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Good Neighbors, Nora Eccles Harrison Museum of 
Art, 10 a.m.-‐5 p.m.
 Business Week: Dean’s Address, BUS 215, 11:30 
a.m.
 Business Week: Recycled Percussion, Old Main 
Hill, 8 p.m.-‐11 p.m.
will perform at Pier 49 on Sept. 14 from 
6-‐8 p.m. Kendall will open, followed by Chris 
at 7 p.m.  There will be no cover charge, but 
tips are appreciated.
  Alternative Rock singer Tim Pearce will 
perform Sept. 21 from 4:45-‐6:45 p.m. The 
sister duo band Falk will perform Sept. 23 
from 12-‐2 p.m. Face Punch and Friends will 
debut Sept. 28 from    
4:45-‐6:45 p.m. American singer/songwriter 
Josh Johnson will perform Sept. 30 from 12-‐2 
p.m.
 Pumpkin Smash 4x4 Sand Volleyball 
Tournament Registration. Registration is 
now until Sept. 13. The event will be held on 
Sept. 15. Co-‐Ed Sand Volleyball Tournament, 
4 on 4, double elimination. $35 per team 
(can have up to 6 players.) Located at Elk 
Ridge Par, (2500 North 1060 East, North 
Logan.)  Sign up online at : http://www.
north-‐logan.ut.us/. For questions contact 
Shane Jonson shane.d.jonson@gmail.com.
Argyle Sweater  Universal 
www.utahstatesman.com
More Calendar and FYI 
listings, Interactive Calendar 
and Comics at 
Utah        StatesmanThe 
Thursday, Sept. 13, 2012Page 12
Today is Thursday, 
Sept. 13, 2012. 
Today’s issue of The 
Utah Statesman is 
published especially 
for Anna Donaldson, 
a junior majoring in 
community health 
from Wanship, Utah.
High: 84° Low: 41°





Today in History: On this 
day in 1916, Roald Dahl, 
author of Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (1964) and 
James and the Giant Peach 
(1961), was born in South 
Wales.
 Dahl did most of his writ-‐
ing on the family farm, writ-‐
ing two hours every morning, 
two hours every afternoon, 










 The Nashville Tribute Band is coming 
back to campus. Tickets are now on sale 
at Caine College of the Arts Box Office, 
located in 139-‐B of the Chase Fine Arts 
Center.
 The Logan Freeze Women’s Hockey 
Team is inviting women and girls ages 6 
and up for a night of free hockey. Come 
meet the team at the Eccles Ice Center on 
Aug. 30 at 8:30 p.m.
 A free workshop is being hosted for 
those who are dealing with an unexpected 
loss due to death, divorce or separation. 
The workshop is Sept. 4 and Sept. 11 from 
11:30 a.m.-‐12:30 p.m.
 USU is holding open auditions for all 
students to be a part of the cast for “The 
Miracle Worker,”  “Legally Blonde” and 
“Violet.” General auditions are Aug. 28 
and Aug. 29 at 6 p.m. in the Morgan 
Theatre. Dance auditions are Aug. 29 at 
6 p.m. in the dance studio. The play will 
be performed Dec. 4-‐8 in the Caine Lyric 
Theatre. For more information, please 
contact Adrianne Moore at 435-‐797-‐3023 
or adrianne.moore@usu.edu.
 Guitarist/vocalist Christina Johnson 
will perform at Pier 49 on Aug. 31 from 
6-‐8 p.m. Christina is a USU student with 
an amazing voice. There will be no cover 
charge, but tips are appreciated.
 Guitarist/singer Kris Krompel will per-‐
form on Sept. 1 from 6-‐8 p.m. at Pier 49, 
located at 99 E 1200 South.  Kris is one of 
the most versatile and talented guitarists 
in the valley.  
 There is an OCD Support group 
that is free and for all individuals who 
suffer from Obsessive Compulsive 
Disorder. Meetings are from 7-‐9 p.m. in 
the Bonneville Room at the Logan Library 
loca ed at 255 N Main St.
 Th  USU Alumni Ass ciation and Le ’s 
Market lace are sponsoring an A-‐Plate 
Tailgate.  Everyone with an Aggie License 
Plate r ceives free food.  Aggies can pur-‐
chase their A-‐Plate at the tailgate.  3-‐5 
p.m. at Lee’s Marketplace, 1400 N 
Main.  There will be live music and enter-‐
tainment.
 The Western American Literature 
 LUX Exhibit, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 USU Student Organic Farm stand, 10 a.m. on the 
TSC Patio
 Weight Watchers At Work 11:30 a.m.
Week of Welcome, All Day
 LUX Opening Reception, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.
 Society of Women Engineers opening social, 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. in Old Main.
 Football vs. Southern Utah, 6 p.m. in Romney 
Stadium
 Wait listing email notifications discontinued
 Adventures in the West -‐ Visual Connections to 
Jack London’s Literature, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Nora 
Eccles Harrison Museum of Art
 Open Auditions for ‘The Miracle Worker’, 10 a.m., 
Chase Fine Arts Center
 Labor Day Holiday (No Classes)
 Pumpkin Smash 
 4x4 Sand Volleyball Tournament Registration, All 
Day
 Blood Battle, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. TSC
 LUX Exhibit, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 USU Student Organic Farm Stand, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m.
 Soccer vs. Northern Colorado, 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
 80’s Dance, 9 p.m. HPER Field
 Last day to add classes without instructor’s signa-‐
ture
 Wait listing discontinued
Association are holding a book sale on Aug. 
29-‐3, Sept. 4-‐11 and Sept. 10-‐12. All books 
are $1. They range from fiction to poetry, 
history to art and many more.
 USU’s Language and Literacy Clinic is 
holding an after school tutoring program for 
children between grades K-‐5. The program 
goes from Sept. 8-‐Dec. 8 and will be held 
three days a week. For more information con-‐
tact Abbie Olszewski at abbie.olszewski@
gmail.com or visit their website at earlychild-‐
hoodeducation.usu.edu. 
 Lunch for the bunch-‐LDSSA will be serv-‐
ing free pizza today Aug. 30 in front of the 
institute building from 12-‐1:30 p.m. or until 
food is gone. Bring a friend and come enjoy 
some free food.
Argyle Sweater  Universal 
.utahstates an.com
ore Calendar and FYI 
listings, Interactive Calendar 
and Comics at 
tah        t tes anThe 
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Today is Thursday, 
Aug. 30, 2012. 
Today’s issue of The 
Utah Statesman is 
published especially 
for Becca Huber, a 
junior majoring in 
health education 
and promotion from 
St. Anthony, Idaho.
High: 90° Low: 55°
Skies: Sunny along with a 
few clouds. A stray afternoon 
thunderstorm is possible.
Humidity: 31 percent
Today in Hist ry: On Aug. 
30, 30 B.C., Cleopatra, queen 
of Egyp  and l ver of Julius 
Caesar and Mark Antony, 
took her life following the 
defeat of her forces against 
Oct vian, the future first 















Club membership not required.
Exp. 8/30/13
Complete Eye Exam with
contact lens fitting. 
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 When Utah State takes the 
field against Wisconsin, com-‐
ing away with a win won’t be an 
easy task for the Aggies.
 Both teams are coming off of 
upset games, albeit on opposite 
sides. The Aggies knocked off 
Utah for the first time in 15 
years while Wisconsin dropped 
out of the AP Top 25 rankings 
with a 7-‐10 loss at Oregon State. 
 Utah State head coach Gary 
Andersen said he expects 
the Badgers to be “a little bit 
ornery.” 
 “They are going to be excited 
to get back home,” Andersen 
said. “They’ll expect them 
to play well for sure and get 
back on the winning track. 
Wisconsin is a team with a 
tremendous tradition, a team 
that expects to win. It will be a 
hostile environment, I’m sure.”
 Wisconsin was ranked as high 
as No. 4 last season and finished 
11-‐3, losing by a seven to No. 5 
Oregon in the Rose Bowl.
 Running back Montee Ball 
had a touchdown in the bowl 
loss, but led the Badgers with 39 
scores last season. 
 Now a senior, Ball is 
expected to be the backbone of 
Wisconsin’s offense. 
 Aggie linebacker Bojay 
Filimoeatu said Ball is a similar 
running back to Utah’s John 
White, who was limited to 96 
rushing yards last week. 
 “They are both slashers 
and both very good backs,” 
Filimoeatu said. “I can’t say 
who is better, but once we play 
against Montee Ball we will find 
out.”
 Few in Madison, Wis. are 
pleased with the Badgers 0-‐2 
start. Wisconsin head coach 
Mayas Corner will be runni g a 2x3 ad the first three issues. 
We can follow the similar format as last years ad. We will keep the logo 
and address, then strip everything out with the following changes. 
“Clothing Sale”
“Everything Must Go”
“2 Weekends Only” “Aug 30 h through Sep 8th”
Store Hours Thur-‐Fri 2-‐6 pm & Sat 10-‐4 pm
If you have any questions let me know. 
The proof can be sent to man and mayascornerlogan@gmail.com
Clothing Sale
Everything Must Go!
2 Weekends Only — Aug 




Sat 10 am-4 pm
35 W 100 S
(in the Thatcher 
Young M nsion)
Commu  ithout the fuss…




























 The Utah State University 
swim team is coming off a 
successful 2011-‐12 season in 
which seven members of the 
team competed at nation-‐
als. Now, with each one of 
those swimmers returning 
for this new year, there is no 
where to go but up.
 At the time many stu-‐
dents were studying for 
and taking our final exams, 
the USU swim team was in 
Greensboro, N.C., taking 
part in the U.S. Masters 
Swimming National 
Championships. The seven 
swimmers all medaled in 
their individual events and 
the team relay. 
 Christie Bunnell led the 
way with a gold medal in 
the women’s 1,000 freestyle 
with a time of 11 minutes, 
42.9 seconds. 
 Marcus Singleton 
medaled in all four events 
he competed in. His best 
place came in the 500 free-‐
style, a seventh place finish 
with a time of 5:11.3 sec-‐
onds.
 Despite the success, 
Singleton is hungry for 
more. As team president 
this year, he will have to 
handle other duties along 
with regular training, but 
he is excited for this season.
 “I dropped about eight 
seconds on my 200 free last 
season,” Singleton said.  
“This year I’m hoping to 
get down to around 1:46 
or 1:47, which is pretty fast 
I think, but would most 
likely get me into third or 
second place at nationals.”
 Katherine Pulley is one 
of the captains this year, 
her fourth year with the 
team. She went to nationals 
last year and said she has 
enjoyed swimming at USU.
 “Nationals was a lot of 
fun last year,” Pulley said. 
“We had to do a lot of fun-‐
draising to get us there but 
we were able to take the 
fastest people on the team 
and have a good time there. 
It was fun to meet lots of 
people there, even a few 
Olympians.”
 Pulley said swimming at 
the Masters level is more 
relaxed than competitive. 
Her main goal this year is to 
be a good leader and share 
her experience with the 
other swimmers.
 “I’m the only one left 
that has been here since the 
swimming club started here 
four years ago,” she said. 
“The old coach is gone and 
so we’ve got a lot of changes 
going on. I’ll be trying 
hard this year to be a good 
leader, and rather than try-‐
ing to be faster I will try to 
help everyone else become 
better.”
 Jenna Moore, a sopho-‐
more returning for her 
second year with the team, 
is also looking forward at 
doing even better at nation-‐
als this season.
 “I’m really looking 
See SWIM, Page 16
AGGIE SWIMMER IVAN JIMENEZ surfaces to take a breath in the butterfly stroke during practice in the HPER Pool on Tuesday. Jimenez and 
the rest of the Utah State swim team are looking forward to another successful season after sending seven athletes to the U.S. Masters Swimming 
National Championships last spring. CURTIS RIPPLINGER photo
 sprints downfield in 
Wisconsin’s 26-21 win over Northern Iowa in Madison, Wis., on Sept. 1. Ball 
rushed for 120 yards and a touchdown in the game. Photo courtesy Andy Fate, The 
Badger Herald.
Aggies heading to Camp Randall
FOOTBALL
See BALL, Page 15
Food and FUN after the BIG GAME!
Join your friends for 







Bring your ticket stub 
or Student ID on 
Thursday night for 
Bring your ticket stub or 
Student ID on Thursday, 
Sept. 30 for 
10%  OFF!
10%  OFF!
Student specials $10.00-‐9 holes, 
$180.00-‐20 round punch pass, 
Mondays and Thursdays buy two 
greens fees at the student rate and 
get you cart for free. Offer end 
Sept 27.
 
Make the offer good from 1:00 to 
4;00 on Mon and Thurs

















Thursdays buy two 
greens fees at the 
student rate and 
get your cart   
        for free. Offers 
end Sept 27. Offer 
good 1-4 p.m. 
on Mondays and 
Thursdays
Mondays and 
Thursdays buy two 
greens fees at the 
student rate and get 
your cart   
        for free. Offers 
end Sept 27. 
Offer good 1-4 p.m. 
on Mondays and 
Thursdays
Thursday, Sept. 13, 2012Page 14 StatesmanSports 
 Two weeks ago I had 
a miraculous experi-
ence. 
 I had just come home 
from a long day at work. 
My feet were sweaty, 
my armpits were damp, 
I had a kink in my back 
and I had just discov-
ered we were out of 
Marshmallow Mateys. It 
was a rough start to the 
evening. 
 I milled around my 
apartment for a while, 
flipped through a cou-
ple of books, surfed 
around on Netflix and 
finally consigned myself 
to stare blankly at my 
wall.
 Something was miss-
ing. 
 Now if you’re not an 
idiot and you’ve been 
a fan of Aggie football 
since you were like two 
years old, you probably 
know what my problem 
was. In fact, if 2-year-old 
you had been sitting in 
the room with 20-some-
thing-year-old me while 
all this was going on, 
2-year-old you probably 
would have said some-
thing like, “You’re an 
idiot, idiot,” and gone 
to raid things from my 
fridge.
 As it was, I was alone 
and I had no gifted 
2-year old, or anyone 
else, around to guide 
me.
 Fortunately for me, 
a thought came down 
which just may have 
changed my life forev-
er: football.
 Now just to give you 
a little background, 
I’ve never been much 
of a football guy. As 
a child my parents 
didn’t really like TV on 
Sundays, so we never 
watched Sunday night 
games. In high school 
I was actually cool, but 
it was in the I-spend-
my-weekends-going-to-
shows-and-growing-my-
hair-out kind of way, not 
the I-am-strong-and-
I-throw-good kind of 
way. In college I was far 
too freaked out about 
homework loads, proj-
ect deadlines and chas-
ing around my good-
looking soon-to-be wife 
to pay any attention to 
sports. 
 So the idea of watch-
ing a game came to me 
as a little bit of a stretch.
 I had nothing to lose. 
Hoping for at least a 
distraction from my 
confinement I cracked 
open my laptop, navi-
gated to the USU 
Athletics page and hit 
the streaming button.
 That was when the 
miracle happened. 
 You know that feeling 
when you’ve worked a 
long, hard day with no 
breaks and then you 
find out your mom has 
cooked your favorite 
hot meal for you? Or 
when you go to class 
freaked out because 
you didn’t study for 
the test and then your 
teacher says it’s been 
cancelled? Or when 
you’ve always been 
kind of a jerk but then 
you do something nice 
for someone and sud-
denly you feel all nice 
inside?
 It was like that.
 As the raw noise of 
thousands of Aggies 
cheering in unison 
came rising out of my 
computer speakers, 
I felt a transformation 
take place inside me. 
For the first time in my 
life, I wasn’t just listen-
ing to or just watching 
a game — I was expe-
riencing it. For the first 
time in four years as a 
student at USU, I wasn’t 
just an Aggie — I was a 
fan. 
 The next 90-some-
thing minutes were 
some of the best of my 
life. Watching what’s-
his-Keeton slide all 
over the field and leave 
tumbling defenders 
sprawled on the ground 
was like acing a daunt-
ing test without cursing. 
 Watching consecu-
tive throws turn into 
consecutive catches 
and consecutive touch-
downs amounted to 
pure consecutive awe-
someness. Staring at 
those numbers blazing 
at the bottom of the 
screen when the game 
was over, 34-3, was like 
staring at a winning lot-
tery ticket.
 “How the heck did 
this happen?” I won-
dered to myself. “How 
did four years go by 
without me ever get-
ting into a game? How 
did I not realize that 
one of the best parts 
of the Aggie experience 
had been taking place 
just a few blocks away 
while I was busy doing 
other things? How did 
I not know that watch-
ing your team beat the 
crap out of the other 
school’s team made you 
feel like somehow you 
were an awesome-er, 
confident-er a d way 
more muscular person 
than before?”
 There are only two 
possible answers to 
that question: one, the 
fancy new Athletics 
logo came prepack-
aged with irrefutable 
Nike power that made 
our players play better 
and our fan ability more 
potent, or two, I was 
just being an idiot all 
along.




Maybe there’s something to this game after all
How did I not realize that one of 
the best parts of the Aggie experi-





 Since finals whistles 
were blown and blue-
clad maniacs speedily 
covered Merlin Olsen 
Field last Friday, I con-
templated at nausea 
how I would preface 
this column. After all, 
what can I say that 
hasn’t been said in news 
articles, sports articles, 
blog, Facebook sta-
tuses, Tweets, tattoos, 
potential gravestones 
and heart strings the 
world over?
 
I suppose I can’t hon-
estly say anything
about the Aggies’ over-
time win over Utah last 
Friday, I can only orga-
nize how I feel. In a 
word, I feel good.
 In two, damn good.
 That was the consen-
sus feeling of many an 
Aggie fan that night. It 
was an outpouring of 
euphoria that reminds 
everyone why football 
is arguably the best 
part of collegiate life. 
It was that same type 
of feeling that I’m sure 
inspired the famous 
photo of the sailor kiss-
ing that woman on the 
street when World War 
II ended.
 Believe me, there 
were many of us who 
would have lip-locked 
spontaneous passersby 
if females were in arm’s 
length, myself included 
(feel lu ky.) That very 
feeling was the theme 
for an evening where 
everyone was proud to 
be an Aggie.
 If there were pos-
sibly anything that 
dwarfed that feeling, 
it was the feeling dur-
ing the third quarter of 
the same game, when 
a roaring 13-point lead 
turned into a tie game 
and no foreseeable 
momentum.
 Nobody in the 
crowd was in shock, or 
more angst than they 
were used to — they 
were simply laden with 
that sinking, nauseat-
ing, “not this again” 
type of feeling. The 
same downing feeling 
that riddled fans for 
well over half a season 
last year, when up eas-
ily matched the downs 
because they often 
came side by side.
 Time may never 
tell what did it for us. 
Call it luck, fate, God, 
true North, or Chuckie 
Keeton’s ability to find 
a gaping slice of open 
field when no one in 
the intermountain 
region of the United 
States thought it would 
show itself.
 My dad, the wise 
sports soothsayer of 
my childhood whose 
words in relations 
to our favorite teams 
often felt like gospel, 
always cooed “no 
champion was made in 
three quarters.” It was 
the crowning jewel to 
his incessant message 
that good athletes had 
talent but the best and 
most legendary found 
ways to win.
 That adage alone is 
what made the feeling 
of elation upon the win 
so sweet. The nervous 
tick that was that third 
quarter was some-
thing we as fans never 
wanted to visit again, 
because it so often 
guaranteed going 
home disappointed. 
But that didn’t happen 
this time. This time we 
found ways to win.
 This Saturday will be 
as true of a test for 
the Aggies that there 
ever was as they trav-
el east to take on the 
Wisconsin Badgers, a 
squad with a new-look 
offense, a Heisman 
hopeful and a shocking 
loss to avenge. Pulling 
off an upset win will do 
wonders for the Aggies’ 
conf idence, status 
nationwide and poten-
tial prominence in the 
state of Utah — but it 
will be far from easy.
 However, if the 
defense plays anything 
close to their perfor-
mance against the 
Utes, it doesn’t have to 
be easy to be worth the 
while.
 Whatever hap -
pens this weekend, 
it’s no question that 
the change is in the 
full swing. The change 
from “what if” to “here 
and now,” the change 
stating USU is a worthy 
opponent to any team, 
no matter how much 
that opponent will 
deny it and change that 
proves sinking regrets 
in the third quarter 
only encourage players 
to find those precious 
ways to win.
 The change is here, 
and how do we know 
it?
 Simple. We can feel 
it.
– Steve Schwartzman is 
a senior studying com-
munication studies. 
He has had just about 
every job in sports writ-
ing, including blogs, 
analysis, statistics and 
fantasy football tips, 
but he especially loves 
making bold picks. Got 









Aggie football is changing for the better and I can feel it
In a word, I feel 






 To get an insider’s perspec-‐
tive on the Badgers, The Utah 
Statesman talked to an expert 
on Wisconsin football. John 
Veldhuis is a beat writer for 
BadgerBlitz.com. He was nice 
enough to take the time and 
answer a few questions on 
Wisconsin football and we are 
appreciative to Veldhuis for his 
help and insight. 
The Utah Statesman: What 
is the reaction in Madison 
to the upset loss last week at 
Oregon State?
John Veldhuis: To put it 
simply, it wasn’t good. The 
Badgers lost a very winnable 
road game to an opponent 
they shut out last year, and 
they put together one of 
their worst offensive per-‐
formances in the last few 
seasons. 
 No doubt the Beavers are 
improved from last year, 
but the Badgers should have 
been able to put up more 
than a touchdown against 
Oregon State. The play call-‐
ing was very questionable at 
times, and the game didn’t 
really assuage any fears 
about the Badgers after they 
narrowly beat FCS Northern 
Iowa at home. 
 Pretty much everyone 
knew that the trip out to 
Corvallis would be tricky, 
but I doubt anyone had the 
Badgers losing even after 
the defense gave up just 10 
points.
US: How have players and 
fans responded to the firing 
of offensive line coach Mike 
Markuson?
JV: It’s hard to say how the 
players reacted since we 
haven’t had a chance to talk 
to them yet, but it seems 
like the fans are giving Bret 
Bielema a lot of credit for 
doing something to try and 
keep the ship from taking on 
any more water. 
 The offensive line played 
very poorly during their first 
two games, and there were 
rumors in the spring that 
the players weren’t gelling 
with Markuson’s style. But 
still, the move will still be 
looked at as a panic move 
by the Badgers, who don’t 
have much time to get their 
offensive woes fixed before 
the start of Big Ten play. 
US: What are Badger fans 
expectations for this season?
JV: At the start of the sea-‐
son, people were expecting 
at least another Leaders 
Division title. But after the 
first two games, even that 
looks a little shaky. 
 There’s still a chance that 
they could head back to 
Indianapolis in December, 
but like I said before, they 
have a lot of problems to 
fix first. If they struggle to 
get the offense going for the 
third week in a row, that 
division title looks a lot 
tougher to achieve. 
 
US: What or who is the 
strength of the Badger 
offense?
JV: Well, it used to be 
Montee Ball, but the strug-‐
gles on the offensive line 
have really dampened his 
effectiveness. Ball has just 
181 yards on the season after 
the Beavers held him to just 
61 on Saturday. For what-‐
ever reason, Ball only got 
15 carries against Oregon 
State, which is quite honestly 
about half of what he should 
have gotten if the line was 
playing up to their usual 
standard. 
 Quarterback Danny 
O’Brien was efficient in 
his first game, but really 
struggled on third down 
last week. It’s weird to say it, 
but this is a Wisconsin team 
that’s still searching for an 
identity offensively. They 
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know what they want to do, 
but can the offensive line 
pave the way like they used 
to?
 
US: Same question for the 
defense?
JV: Saturday’s game had 
at least one positive: the 
defense played a much 
better game in week two. 
After giving up too many 
big plays against UNI, the 
Badgers played a pretty solid 
game and had just the one 
coverage lapse that resulted 
in a touchdown. They did 
everything they could do to 
keep the Badgers in it, and 
they played very well against 
the run for the second week 
in a row. 
 That rush defense is led 
by defensive tackles Beau 
Allen and Ethan Hemer, as 
well as linebackers Mike 
Taylor and Chris Borland. 
the pass defense is still sus-‐
pect, though. The Badgers 
are fond of giving opposing 
receivers big cushions on 
man coverage, and it often 
leaves them vulnerable to 
the kind of quick passes that 
killed them against Oregon 
State.
US: What are Wisconsin 
fans saying about Utah 
State, if anything?
JV: I can’t really speak for 
fans of course, but I’ve been 
saying for a while that Utah 
State isn’t a pushover. You 
just have to look at their 
recent win against Utah and 
even some of their recent 
close calls against other BCS 
teams to see that. 
 I remember them taking 
Auburn down to the wire 
last year, and the Badgers 
would be making a mistake 
if they overlook the Aggies, 
especially after how the last 
two weeks have gone for 
them. 
US: What’s your predic-‐
tion for the final outcome 
against USU?
JV: After watching the last 
two weeks, it’s hard for 
me to make a pick with 
any degree of confidence. 
But the game is at home in 
Camp Randall, and if the 
Badgers are anything close 
to what we thought they 
could be at the start of the 
season, then they’ll be fired 
up to get back on track in a 
friendlier environment.
 The problem is, we said 
the same thing after last 
week’s close win. For now, 
I’ll say the Badgers find 
some of their old footing 
and win 31-‐17. They’ll need 
the offensive line to play 
better under interim coach 
Bart Miller, but if the unit 
falls apart again we might 
be looking at a different 
story. 
 Thanks again to Veldhuis 
for his help. You can fol-‐
low him on Twitter: @
JohnVeldhuis
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WISCONSIN FOOTBALL PLAYERS celebrate during the Badgers’ 26-21 victory 
over the Northern Iowa Panthers in Madison, Wis., on Sept. 1. Camp Randall Stadium 
has historically been one of the nation’s loudest places to play, which may create concen-
tration and communication problems for Utah State’s relatively young team. Photo cour-
tesy Andy Fate, The Badger Herald.
Q&A: Expect Utah State to lose to Wisconsin in exciting fashion
From page 14                      
USU (2-0) AT
WISCONSIN (1-1)
Gary Andersen (4th year)
Bret Bielema (7th year)
Sept. 15, Camp Randall Stadium, 6 p.m.
Meet the Challenge
Bret Bielema fired offensive line coach 
Mike Markuson earlier this week after the 
Wisconsin running game averaged a mere 
101.5 rushing yards in their first two games, 
less than half of last season’s average. 
 Filimoeatu said he is impressed with the 
Badger offensive line.
 “They are good,” Filimoeatu said. “They 
have a good group of five guys. I don’t really 
see much weakness, but I think that our 
defensive line can play to their ability.”
 When Utah State has the ball, wide receiv-‐
er Matt Austin said the Aggies will have 
their hands full with the Badger defense.
 “Wisconsin is a great team,” the senior 
said. “Defensively we have to worry about 
their corners, they are pretty good and play 
a lot of man. They have two veteran safeties 
that I think have been starting their whole 
career.”
 Despite the loss last week, Wisconsin’s 
defense was potent, limiting Oregon State to 
354 yards and 10 points.
 “Our plan is to win,” Andersen said. 
“When we prepare it doesn’t change and we 
will move forward in that direction.”
 Wisconsin and the Aggies have only faced 
each other once before in 1968, when Utah 
State shut out the Badgers 20-‐0. The Aggies 
finished 7-‐3 that season, while Wisconsin 
lost all 10 games on their schedule.
 Even so, Utah State has not won any of the 
high-‐profile games it has played in recent 
history, though the Aggies kept the score 
close against Auburn last season, Oklahoma 
the season before and Texas A&M in 2009.
 “I don’t think that it is a hump,” Austin 
said. “It is just another game for us. We have 
got to go out there and be physical and come 
out strong. If we come out and play just like 
we did we will come out on top I think.”
– tavin.stucki@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @stuckiaggies
BALL: Aggies face steep challenge
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BY MARK HOPKINS
staff writer
 Captains in the old-‐
est club at Utah State 
University opened prac-‐
tice with a new outlook 
and are looking forward 
to an enjoyable year.
 “We just want to come 
out and have some fun 
this season,” said Utah 
State rugby club head 
coach and player Ryan 
McLeod.
 McLeod began prepara-‐
tions for the season with 
his team Aug. 28 and the 
Aggies are now practicing 
for the upcoming sevens 
schedule.
 “This year we are try-‐
ing something we have 
never done before, we 
are planning on having 
two teams,” McLeod said. 
“One will be a sevens 
team and the other a full 
f ifteens team.”
 “The sevens will be the 
main team this fall,” said 
Oisin Tong, team captain.
 The Aggie rugby 
team has existed since 
1967 and is the longest 
running sports club at 
USU. According to club 
president Michael Hawks, 
until the last few years all 
games were played with 
fifteen players on the 
field. Playing with seven 
men, or “sevens,” has 
grown worldwide lately, a 
trend the club is now fol-‐
lowing.
 “Sevens has been 
around for a while, but its 
really picked up around 
the world,” said Tong, 
a graduate student in 
mechanical engineering 
from Ireland. “Its now an 
Olympic sport.”
 Tournaments for the 
sevens team will be this 
fall, starting on Sept 15. 
There the team will play 
the first of two qualify-‐
ing events with the top 
team advancing to the 
Mountain 7’s Conference 
Tournament in Glendale, 
Colo., Tong said.
 “To qualify for regions 
would be a big goal for 
us,” said Hawks, a junior 
majoring in exercise sci-‐
ence.
 Sevens is played with 
seven players on the field 
with two seven minute 
halves, differing from the 
longer traditional f ifteens 
games. Fifteens takes 
more time to play. 
 “It takes too long to 
recover,” Hawks said.
 “Sevens is a much 
quicker game, you run the 
field a lot,” McLeod said. 
“It is as high of scoring if 
not more high scoring in 
a fourth of the time.”
 With sevens growing, 
opinions still vary on the 
best form of rugby. Most 
of the Aggie players grew 
up playing fifteens.
 “I just like to play,” 
Hawks said.
 Although sevens will 
be the focus, McLeod said 
there is still plenty of 
room to play.  Throughout 
the qualifying tourna-‐
ments for sevens, f ifteens 
will play friendlies on 
adjacent f ields.
 “We’re always looking 
for new people to come 
out,” said McLeod, who 
mentioned he has seen 
between 42-‐55 students 
at practices this fall. “If 
you’re willing to come to 
practice twice a week, get 
beat up a little and listen 
to us, we’ll teach you how 
to play the game.”
 Tong agreed. 
 “You don’t have to know 
how to play the game,” 
he said. “We’ll teach you. 
There are f ifteens friend-‐
lies so you won’t just sit in 
practice, you’ll play.”
 Everyone willing to pay 
the price at practices is 
welcome, he said, explain-‐
ing that shoving grass up 
a bloody nose to slow the 
bleeding is just the first of 
many tough steps to take.
 “We don’t ever cut 
anyone from the team,” 
McLeod said. “We just 
run them hard enough 
they cut themselves.”
 McLeod, a senior in 
civil engineering, has 
been with the team as a 
player since arriving at 
Utah State, and has been 
the head coach for the 
past several years. Now 
in his f ifth year with the 
club, he said he plans to 
supervise more and put 
himself in less as a player.
 The Utah State Rugby 
Club holds practices every 
Tuesday and Thursday 
from 5-‐7pm at the west 
HPER fields. McLeod said 
he is still hoping to field 
better teams for f ifteens 
and practice space is 
available for all who are 
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forward to this year and 
improving a lot over last 
year,” she said. “My main 
goals are just to stay healthy, 
improve my times from last 
season, to show everyone 
what I’m capable of and to 
really help the team be suc-‐
cessful.”
 This year’s team is cur-‐
rently hovering at between 
30-‐35 members, the major-‐
ity being female swimmers. 
Singleton said the club is 
always open to new mem-‐
bers, no matter what their 
skill level may be.
 “We’ve got a lot of new 
swimmers this year,” he 
said. “We have a wide range 
of swimmers competing 
on the team, from 18 years 
old to 50. Some are here to 
race for nationals, others 
are here to just improve or 
get a good workout. It just 
depends on what your indi-‐
vidual goals are.”
 Pulley said the team’s 
booth at the Day on the 
Quad a few weeks ago had a 
great turnout.
 “We had lots of people 
come sign up and show 
interest in the club,” Pulley 
said. “Many said they swam 
in high school. I’m sure if 
practice was in the after-‐
noon we could get more 
people out, but if people 
come they will have fun and 
have that feeling of being 




SWIM: Aggies ready for strong show
UTAH STATE SWIMMER MARCUS SINGLETON takes a few laps in practice 
in the HPER Pool earlier this week. CURTIS RIPPLINGER photo
New season, new style
RUGBY
AGGIE RUGBY PLAYERS take turns tackling each other during practice on the 
HPER Fields earlier this week. The team will play sevens, a condensed game of rugby, this 
season in anticipation for the addition of the sport into the Olympics. CURTIS RIPPLINGER 
photo
the logo idea, but it’s possible that I 
was just being an idiot.
 So here’s my point: If you’re the 
smartest smarty-smart pants in your 
class and you know it, good for you. 
As someone who spent my whole col-
lege career trying to become smarter, 
I tip my hat to you. However, if you’re 
the kind of guy or girl who gets 
wound up in knots because you’re 
so focused on being smart that you 
can’t even enjoy your toothpaste in 
the morning, I have a remedy that just 
might help you ease into the world of 
normal, happy college people:
 Football. 
 
– Rob recently completed his degree 
in political science and works for the 
USU Institute of Government and 
Politics. He can be reached at robmj-
epson@gmail.com
JEPSON: I love Utah State football
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We just want 
to come out and 
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